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*Policy Statement 99-1*

	It shall be the policy of the Government Contract Review Committee of the Legislative Research Commission to consider for approval, only those personal service contracts for legal services that conform to the following description and maximum rate schedule:

Private Attorneys and Law Firms
Duties:
	Under general supervision, provides professional legal services on a designated case or specific legal matter as a private attorney; principle, partner, or associate within a law firm; or serves as hearing officer, legal counselor, or legal representative for a state agency.

Maximum Rate Schedule:
	Partner					Not to exceed $125/hour
	Associate				Not to exceed $100/hour
	Appellate Case				Not to exceed $125/hour and not to exceed $20,000/case
						 without prior approval

Fees paid by an agency shall not exceed the committee's maximum rate schedule, unless required by the complexity of litigation or title examination, or uniqueness of the subject matter, in which case, prior justification must be presented to the committee.

Private Attorneys and Law Firms (Title Opinion)
Duties:
	Under general supervision, provides professional legal title examination services on certain parcels of land in various counties throughout the Commonwealth of Kentucky which the Commonwealth desires to acquire for the maintenance or construction of public improvements, roads, or roadways.

Maximum Rate Schedule:
	Surface Title Opinion			Not to exceed $170/title
	Mineral Title Opinion			Not to exceed $500/title, plus the appropriate hourly rate for 
						Attorneys or Paralegals, not to exceed $500, unless required by 
						the complexity of title examination, in which case, prior 
						justification must be presented to the committee.
	Updates					Not to exceed $40/update

Fees paid by an agency shall not exceed the committee's maximum rate schedule, unless required by the complexity of litigation or title examination, or uniqueness of the subject matter, in which case, prior justification must be presented to the committee.

Paralegals
Duties:
	By virtue of special training and under direct supervision, provides aid and legal assistance to a private attorney; principle, partner, or associate within a law firm; legal counselor; hearing officer; or legal representative of a state agency.

Maximum Fee:
	Not to exceed $40/hour

High Rate Areas
(1)	As used in this policy:
	(a)  "Attorney" means an attorney-at-law, whether in private practice, as a member of a law firm, or as member of an association of attorneys;
	(b)  "High Rate Area" means those geographic areas recognized by the secretary of the Finance and Administration Cabinet as high rate areas by promulgation of an administrative regulation; and
	(c)  An attorney shall be considered to have a "principal place of business" located in Kentucky, if the attorney has a place of business in Kentucky and declares a business nexus in Kentucky for Kentucky income tax purposes.

(2)	Attorneys with a principal place of business located in Kentucky shall be given a preference over attorneys with a principal place of business located outside Kentucky when selecting attorneys for legal services.  State agencies shall submit to the committee, along with each contract with an out of state attorney, a list of other attorneys and law firms considered for the needed service and evidence that reasonable efforts were made to obtain legal services from an attorney with a principal place of business in Kentucky.

(3) The Government Contract Review Committee may approve higher hourly rates for legal services provided in high rate areas, or for legal services provided by attorneys located in high rate areas.
