
 
 
 
Scott's Infantry Tactics, 1843 
 
These two volumes of the 1843 edition of Scott's Infantry Tactics belonged to Henry Clay Jr., son of the 
famous Kentucky senator, Henry Clay. Lieutenant Colonel Clay was second-in-command of the Second 

Regiment of Kentucky Foot Volunteers. The book 
provides detailed instruction on infantry tactics 
and was a reference guide for young officers. The 
tactics and formations contained within seem 
outdated today, more suited to the parade field 
than combat, but adherence to these tactics led to 
many victories. In 1847, at the battle of Buena 
Vista, Clay and his commanding officer, Colonel 
William R. McKee, lost their lives. 
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War is not just a compilation of dates that represent a series of battles. "Kentucky Military Treasures," an 
online exhibition that illustrates the personal stories of bravery, innovation, heartache and perseverance, 
provides evidence of the people and artifacts history books often neglect. To learn more about this item 
and others in the military collections of the Kentucky Historical Society, visit "Kentucky Military Treasures.” 
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