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A RESOLUTION honoring the Kentucky Coalition of Nurse Practitioners and Nurse Midwives, the Kentucky Medical Association, and the Kentucky Academy of Family Physicians on the passage of 2014 Senate Bill 7.

WHEREAS, 2014 Senate Bill 7 is a historic piece of legislation that focuses on the ability of advance practice registered nurses (APRNs) and their ability to write prescriptions. The bill changes the Collaborative Agreement for Prescriptive Authority for Non-Scheduled drugs (CAPA-NS) to four years, and increases access to safe, quality healthcare that has always been a standard of this Commonwealth's APRNs; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 7 has a long and winding history in the General Assembly. In 1996, legislation passed that gave APRNs prescriptive authority for nonscheduled drugs, and CAPA-NS was created. Over the next eighteen years, many attempts would be made to remove or lessen the CAPA-NS requirement, beginning in this chamber with 2010 Senate Bill 75, a bill that was never heard in committee. Over the next four sessions, lawmakers attempted to pass legislation that would increase access to safe, quality healthcare, and this hard work finally paid off with SB 7, a bill that was sponsored by Senator Paul Hornback, primarily co-sponsored by Senator John Schickel, and was passed with bipartisan support by the Senate on January 16, 2014, with a vote of 36-1. On February 4, 2014, the bill passed the House with a 99-0 vote, and it was signed into law by Governor Steve Beshear on February 13, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 7 is a testament to the hard work of many other advocates and governing bodies that operate outside the walls of this Capitol. The Kentucky Coalition of Nurse Practitioners and Nurse Midwives, the Kentucky Medical Association, and the Kentucky Academy of Family Physicians deserve the commendation of this body, as they put their differences aside after working tirelessly on this bill for many sessions and came to an agreement on the language and the spirit of this legislation. All the people who have worked to see SB 7 a reality, those who have been noted by the press and those who work in the background, deserve the praise and the congratulations of this body; and 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 7 was the first bill of the 2014 Regular Session to reach Governor Beshear's desk. On February 26, 2014, Governor Beshear will ceremonially sign SB 7. The public ceremony will be fitting for this legislation, as it will be a culmination of almost two decades of rigorous compromise, hard work, and tireless perseverance by its sponsors and by the groups who have come together to see that this legislation is rightfully passed. This honorable body congratulates all those involved with this bill today, especially Kentucky's esteemed medical groups—the Kentucky Coalition of Nurse Practitioners and Nurse Midwives, the Kentucky Medical Association, and the Kentucky Academy of Family Physicians—for making the dream of so many healthcare advocates a reality, and for working together to create a law that will help so many Kentuckians in the years to come;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate hereby honor the Kentucky Coalition of Nurse Practitioners and Midwives, the Kentucky Medical Association, and the Kentucky Academy of Family Physicians on the passage of 2014 Senate Bill 7, and commend the work of all the legislators who gave so much of their time and expertise to helping this historic legislation be passed.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns on this day, it does so in honor of the Kentucky Coalition of Nurse Practitioners and Midwives, the Kentucky Medical Association, and the Kentucky Academy of Family Physicians.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Paul Hornback for delivery.
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