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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating Kentucky Route 192 near Mount Victory as, "The Birthplace of Colonel Vermont Garrison, Triple ACE Fighter Pilot."

WHEREAS, Colonel Vermont Garrison enlisted in the Royal Air Force in 1941. During his time with the Royal Air Force, he achieved the rank of Flying Officer and was made a gunnery instructor. On March 17, 1943, he transferred from the Royal Air Force to the United States Army Air Force and received the rank of first lieutenant; and

WHEREAS, Vermont Garrison recorded his first combat victory on December 16, 1943, while returning from an allied bomber withdrawal mission during World War II. Throughout the war he was credited with seven and one-third victories during World War II, earning him the title of "ACE"; and

WHEREAS, Colonel Vermont Garrison rejoined the 4th Fighter Group during the Korean War and commanded the 335th Fighter Squadron. During the war he shot down ten enemy aircraft and likely damaged or destroyed more. The ten victories he achieved during this war and his previous victories from World War II earned him the title of "Triple ACE"; and

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body hereby honors Colonel Vermont Garrison for his heroic accomplishments as an American fighter pilot; thanks him for his exemplary courage in the face of the gravest danger; and acknowledges the continuing legacy Colonel Garrison left in the hearts of his family, the people of Mount Victory and Mountain Home, and in the lives of everyone in the Commonwealth who benefits from the myriad freedoms Colonel Garrison bravely helped protect;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to honor the memory and sacrifices of Colonel Vermont Garrison by permanently erecting a sign along Kentucky Route 192 in Pulaski County that denotes Mount Victory as, "The Birthplace of Colonel Vermont Garrison, Triple ACE Fighter Pilot." The sign shall be erected within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution.
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