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AN ACT relating to public library districts.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 173.450 TO 173.650 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A fiscal court, in any county that does not contain a library district on or after the effective date of this Act, may create a single-county public library district by passage of an ordinance that includes a plan of service as set out in KRS 65.182(1)(a). A public library district created pursuant to this section shall constitute and be a public library district and shall constitute and be a taxing district within the meaning of Section 157 of the Constitution of Kentucky and shall be operated in the manner set forth in KRS 173.500 to 173.600. The county judge/executive shall, within thirty (30) days of the passage of the ordinance, notify the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives of the creation of the public library district.

(2)
The county judge/executive shall, with the approval of the fiscal court, appoint five (5) citizens of the county to serve as the board of a public library district created pursuant to this section. The initial terms of the board members shall be staggered and thereafter appointments shall be for four (4) year terms. A board member may serve successive terms. Any vacancy on the board shall be filled by the county judge/executive with fiscal court approval. A member of the board may be removed from office as provided by KRS 65.007.

(3)
The library board shall levy an ad valorem tax that shall not exceed twenty cents ($0.20) on each one hundred dollars ($100) of the assessed valuation of all property in the district. The ad valorem tax shall be collected in the same manner as are other county ad valorem taxes and shall be turned over to the board as the governing body of the district. The provisions of KRS 173.610 and 173.790 shall not apply to the ad valorem tax levied by a public library district created under the provisions of this section. The ad valorem tax rate for the maintenance and operation of a public library district created pursuant to this section shall be set by the district and approved by the fiscal court prior to becoming effective. Any modification of the initial ad valorem rate by the board shall be approved by fiscal court prior to becoming effective. If the modification of the ad valorem rate is not approved, then the existing rate shall remain in place. No board of a public library district created under the provisions of this section shall propose a rate and no fiscal court shall approve a proposed rate after forty (40) days from the date the Department of Revenue certifies the county tax roll as provided in KRS 133.180 and before the beginning of the tax year for which the rate would be effective.

(4)
A public library district created under the provisions of this section may be dissolved only by ordinance. If the fiscal court determines to dissolve a public library district created under this section, it shall determine a method to satisfy any legal obligations of the public library district which might be affected thereby. Upon satisfaction of its legal obligations, the public library district shall be legally dissolved. Any special ad valorem tax imposed by the public library district shall be removed from the tax rolls by the county clerk, and any assets of the public library district shall be assumed by the county.
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