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A RESOLUTION honoring The Boone Society and supporting its efforts to establish the Boone Trace historical trail.

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone, who first came to Kentucky in 1767 while on a hunting expedition, was one of this nation's earliest and foremost long hunters, explorers, and frontiersman; and

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone was so impressed with the beauty and richness he encountered during his exploration of lands west of the Appalachian Mountains that he would later return to lead his family and a small group of emigrants through the Cumberland Gap; and

WHEREAS, the trail that this small group of brave settlers followed was one that he had earlier carved and established, which came to be known as the Wilderness Road; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of settlers moving westward from Virginia, through the Cumberland Gap, and into what was then the far west of colonial Virginia would soon follow in Daniel Boone's footsteps on the Wilderness Road; and

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone and those he led established an important frontier settlement, which was founded as Boone's Station and later came to be known as Boonesborough, along the Kentucky River; and

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone's life in public service included serving as a lieutenant colonel in the Fayette County militia, as a representative to the Virginia General Assembly, and as an elected sheriff of Fayette County; and

WHEREAS, Daniel Boone served in the American Revolutionary War as a member of General George Rogers Clark's army in its invasion of Ohio, and later at the Battle of Blue Licks, where his son Israel was mortally wounded in combat; and

WHEREAS, The Boone Society, which is a nonprofit organization composed of 350 members whose ancestry can be traced to Daniel Boone, is dedicated to preserving the heritage and history of Kentucky's greatest frontiersman, and

WHEREAS, The Boone Society, in conjunction and partnership with the Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, the Kentucky Historical Society, the Kentucky Tourism, Arts, and Heritage Cabinet, and the counties of Bell, Knox, Laurel, Rockcastle, Madison, and Clark, have developed the Boone Trace historical trail; and

WHEREAS, the 119-mile Boone Trace historical trail traverses four state parks and one national park, each of which shall serve as stations of education, and

WHEREAS, the Boone Trace historical trail shall serve as a corridor to allow tourists, students, and travelers to enjoy and learn of the history of early settlers in the Commonwealth; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body does hereby recognize and support the Boone Trace Dedication event, which is a two-day program commencing on Friday, June 13, 2014, at Martins Station, Virginia, with a reenactment of settlers preparing to cross through the Cumberland Gap, and which shall continue on Saturday, June 14, 2014, at the Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, in Bell County, Kentucky, with numerous historical presentations and a formal dedication program.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Sam Compton, President, The Boone Society, P.O. Box 1187, Hendersonville, Tennessee, 37077.
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