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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department for Public Health to implement the Donated Dental Services Program.

WHEREAS, Dental Lifeline Network, a charitable affiliate of the American Dental Association, began Donated Dental Services (DDS) as a small pilot program in the late 1980’s; and

WHEREAS, more than 120,000 individuals throughout the country have received in excess of $250 million of comprehensive treatment from 15,200 dentists and 3,300 laboratories; and

WHEREAS, most DDS activity is concentrated in 41 state-specific programs which are fully or significantly supported by state governments; and

WHEREAS, an investment of $70,000 by the Commonwealth of Kentucky to mobilize an estimated 275 volunteer dentists and 25 laboratories will return up to $550,000 in comprehensive pro bono therapies for approximately 250 individuals annually; and

WHEREAS, the investment will yield additional health care savings since priority is given to people whose dental condition, in combination with other diseases, create risk of costly complications; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has the third highest toothlessness rate in the nation among older adults with vast oral health problems facing all ages of Kentuckians; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department for Public Health shall, if funds are appropriated, establish the Donated Dental Services Program. The department, in consultation with the Dental Lifeline Network or its designee, shall maintain the program through which volunteer dentists provide comprehensive dental care for needy, disabled, aged and medically compromised individuals who cannot afford necessary treatment but are ineligible for public assistance. Eligible individuals may be treated by the volunteer dentists in their private offices or other appropriate locations. Eligible individuals shall not be required to pay a fee or cost.

Section 2.   The contract shall specify the responsibilities of the administering organization that may include:

(1)
The maintenance of a network of volunteer dentists, including dental specialists, volunteer dental laboratories and other appropriate volunteer professionals, to donate dental services to eligible individuals;

(2)
The maintenance of a system to refer eligible individuals to appropriate volunteers;

(3)
The continuance and implementation of a public awareness campaign to educate eligible individuals about the availability of the program;

(4)
Providing appropriate administrative and technical support to the program;

(5)
Submitting an annual report to the department that:

(a)
Accounts for program funds;

(b)
Reports the number of individuals served by the program and the number of dentists and dental laboratories participating as providers in the program; and

(c)
Other information required by the department; and

(6)
Performing, as required by the department, any other duty relating to the program.
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