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MEASURE’S PURPOSE: The purpose of this measure is to provide guidelines whereby a trained school employee can administer or assist with the self administration of insulin subcutaneously, through the insulin delivery method used by the student and at the times and under the conditions noted in the health care practitioner’s written statement as directed in KRS 158.838 (2)(b).
PROVISIONS/MECHANICS: This measure amends KRS 158.838 to require each school in the Commonwealth, public, private, or parochial, to have at least one (1) employee on duty to administer or assist in the self administration of insulin according to written guidance provided by the student’s health care practitioner. The trained school employee may only administer the medication if the parent or guardian has authorized the school district to administer such medication.
The measure further stipulates that upon written requests of the parent or guardian and written authorization by the student’s health care practitioner, a student shall be permitted t perform blood glucose checks and other appropriate measures in the classroom, in any other part of the school or school grounds, at any other school-related activity, and to possess on his or her person at all times the necessary supplies and equipment to perform monitoring and treatment functions. If the student or parent request, the student shall have access to a private area for monitoring and treatment functions.  In addition, the school district shall not prohibit a student from attending any school based on his or her medical condition.  However, a student may be transferred to another school based on health care needs if the individualized education program team, Section 504 team, or, if appropriate, the student’s health services team determines that the student’s health condition requires the student’s care to be provided by a licensed health care professional at another school.
FISCAL EXPLANATION: There is no cost to the Commonwealth for implementation of this measure. The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has projected that there will be a small fiscal impact on local school districts. There are currently 2,564 students identified with diabetes in the public schools and approximately 4,900 school personnel who have completed training necessary for the administration or assistance with self administration of other medications. KDE projects that, at a maximum, every school district will have to contract with an appropriate trainer to provide for up to eight (8) hours of training at an estimated cost of $40 per hour. If this were to occur, the statewide cost to school districts would total approximately $123,000. 
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