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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating Kentucky Route 417 in Green County in honor and memory of Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery.

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery was born on January 28, 1983, and he traversed these earthly bounds July 3, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery was the loving son of his father, Raymond Jay Montgomery of Greensburg, his mother, Patricia Cheryl Thompson Montgomery of Campbellsville, and his stepmother, Sharon Lee Montgomery of Greensburg; he was the loving twin brother of Bryan Ray Montgomery; he was the loving brother of his sister, Ashley Nicole Montgomery; and he leaves behind a stepbrother, grandparents, step-grandparents, aunts, uncles, and a host of other relatives and friends; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery graduated in 2001 from Green County High School in Greensburg, Kentucky, where he participated in athletics as well as the school band; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery joined the Kentucky National Guard in 2000, while still in high school; he and his twin brother, Specialist Bryan Ray Montgomery, were members of Bravo Battery, 1st Battalion, 623rd Field Artillery, based in Campbellsville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. and Specialist Bryan Ray Montgomery were mobilized in November 2004, and were deployed in January 2005, bravely supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery was described by his Company Commander as a Soldier "...who took great pride in being a Soldier. He would volunteer for any task or mission, and he excelled at what he did. Anyone who knew Sergeant Montgomery knew what a positive individual he truly was"; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery took part in about 130 missions while in Iraq; and

WHEREAS, on July 3, 2005, the life of Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery ended prematurely when his HUMVEE hit an improvised roadside bomb near Baghdad, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery knew from boyhood that he wanted to be a soldier, and he served his country with honor and distinction; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Green County and the entire Commonwealth mourn the loss of one of their own who paid the ultimate price for his country and for the people of Iraq; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, this highway designation will serve as a constant reminder of the life and ultimate sacrifice of Sergeant Ryan J. Montgomery;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet is hereby directed to designate Kentucky Route 417 in Green County as the "Ryan J. Montgomery Memorial Highway," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage.
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