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A RESOLUTION honoring Paul Mason and his daughter, Belinda Mason, for their long-lasting legacy of advancing awareness, education, and treatment of HIV and AIDS in the Commonwealth and beyond the boundaries of the Bluegrass.

WHEREAS, from his election in 1986 to his untimely death in 1998, citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, most specifically the residents of the 91st House District, were expertly and most compassionately represented by a true champion of the people, Paul Mason; and

WHEREAS, during his tenure in the Kentucky General Assembly, Mr. Mason served on the Appropriations and Revenue Committee, Health and Welfare Committee, Transportation Committee, Natural Resources and Environment Committee, Labor and Industry Committee, and the Judiciary-Civil Committee, and served as Chair of the Appropriations and Revenue Budget Review Subcommittee on Human Resources; and

WHEREAS, while he was widely known as a powerful voice for the sick, poor, and needy, his true passion was being a tireless crusader for AIDS education, testing, and rights for AIDS patients, putting Kentucky at the forefront of the movement on the national level; and

WHEREAS, for Mr. Mason, the fight hit close to home as his daughter, Belinda Mason, contracted the disease after receiving a blood transfusion while giving birth in 1987; and

WHEREAS, Belinda Mason became a relentless and dedicated advocate for those diagnosed with AIDS and committed herself to transforming the way the state, the country, and everyone within it treated and cared for those living with the disease; and

WHEREAS, in 1989, Ms. Mason was appointed to the National Commission on AIDS by President George Bush, a commission created by the Reagan administration  to advise Capitol Hill and the President on AIDS issues. She was the first person with the terminal illness ever appointed to such a prestigious level. Ms. Mason also served as President of the National Association of People with AIDS; and

WHEREAS, Paul Mason and his daughter fought for landmark legislation in Kentucky in 1990 to foster a greater understanding of HIV and AIDS, wipe out discrimination, and ensure the basic human rights of people living with HIV and AIDS; and

WHEREAS, the law required extensive education programs for state and local agencies; mandatory AIDS training for health professionals, corrections officials, court officials, and others; the same legal protection from discrimination as people with other disabilities; and the prevention of discrimination in housing, public accommodations, and government services; and

WHEREAS, on Monday, September 9, 1991, Ms. Mason's battle with AIDS came to an end, but her legacy and her father's as fearless advocates transformed the way the disease was perceived, understood, and treated in the Commonwealth and in the country;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The General Assembly hereby honors Paul Mason and his daughter, Belinda Mason, for their long-lasting legacy of advancing awareness, education, and treatment of HIV and AIDS in the Commonwealth and beyond the boundaries of the Bluegrass.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Addia Wuchner, Annex Room 424F, for delivery.
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