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A RESOLUTION recognizing May 14, 2014, as Apraxia Awareness Day.

WHEREAS, apraxia is a neurological condition that makes it difficult or impossible to execute certain motor movements, despite having the desire and the physical capacity to do so; and

WHEREAS, there are different types of apraxia, some affecting facial muscles and movements, some impeding tongue and mouth movements, and others affect arm and leg movements, and there are different forms of apraxia of speech, including acquired and developmental apraxia, as well as a milder form of apraxia known as dyspraxia; and

WHEREAS, though often poorly understood, experts believe that apraxia is caused by problems with the way specific parts of the brain that control certain muscle movements are working, whether an individual is born with this issue or it is caused by disability or damage; and

WHEREAS, scientists believe that signaling problems between the brain and the muscles used for speech are to blame for childhood apraxia of speech, and research has shown that acquired apraxia is caused by brain damage to the areas of the brain that control the ability to speak, which can be caused by head trauma, stroke, brain tumor, or neurological damage; and

WHEREAS, the majority of children with apraxia will experience significant improvement, if not complete recovery, with early diagnosis and appropriate treatment, which often includes speech therapy, occupational therapy, and physical therapy;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby recognizes May 14, 2014, as Apraxia Awareness Day.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Gail Baker, 110 S. Main Street, Williamstown, Kentucky 41097.
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