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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and celebration of Jimmy Russell and his 60 years of service at the Wild Turkey Distillery.

WHEREAS, Jimmy Russell is a well-respected and highly regarded titan of the bourbon world, and one of the last true Master Distillers who learned to craft bourbon the old-fashioned way; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Russell is the longest-tenured active Master Distiller of any whiskey brand in North America, known by industry peers as the "Buddha of Bourbon" and the "Master Distiller's Master Distiller"; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Russell grew up less than five miles from the Wild Turkey Distillery in Lawrenceburg, Kentucky. The distillery, which employed both his father and his wife, Joretta, was where he began his illustrious career on September 10, 1954, and eagerly learned the traditions of bourbon craftsmanship; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Russell's passion for bourbon led him to study under whiskey luminaries as he learned how to make bourbon the "Wild Turkey way," using the deepest char, a high-rye mash bill, GMO-free grains, and aging the whiskey longer; and 

WHEREAS, over the past 60 years, Mr. Russell has been responsible for the creation and launch of iconic Wild Turkey brands such as Tradition, Tribute, Rare Breed, American Spirit, and Russell's Reserve, which he co-created with his son, Eddie, who joined Wild Turkey in 1981; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Russell's entrepreneurial spirit led to the invention in 1976 of the world's first honey-infused bourbon, known today as American Honey, paving the way for a new generation of infused bourbons enjoyed around the world; and 

WHEREAS, turning 80 in November, Mr. Russell today is responsible for making sure the time-honored traditions of Wild Turkey stay intact, overseeing the production of his beloved Wild Turkey 101, the distillery's flagship brand, which he enjoys neat or with a touch of branch water; and 

WHEREAS, to celebrate Mr. Russell's anniversary and achievements as a major force in propelling bourbon culture around the world, Wild Turkey has planned numerous activities to celebrate 2014 as "The Year of Jimmy Russell," including the grand opening of a new, state-of-the-art visitor center on April 15 featuring photos and memorabilia that serve as a time capsule of Jimmy's colorful life; and 

WHEREAS, Wild Turkey will release a commemorative Diamond Anniversary limited-edition bourbon created by Mr. Russell's son and distilling partner, Eddie, as well as a documentary allowing fans both old and new to get a glimpse into the life of this revered whiskey maker; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Russell is an inaugural member of the prestigious Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame, and the Russells are the only living father-son duo currently enshrined in the Hall, ensuring the Russell legacy at Wild Turkey; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Russell is a family man and a pillar of his community in Lawrenceburg. He is a deacon at the local Baptist church and a horticulturist who enjoys tending his rose garden with Joretta, his high school sweetheart and wife of over 61 years; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Russell have three children, Eddie, Mike, and Kathy; six grandchildren; and one great-grandchild. A true Kentucky gentleman and avid sports fan, Mr. Russell is a lifelong supporter of local Anderson County High School athletic programs for girls and boys;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives honor and congratulate Jimmy Russell on his 60 years of service to the Wild Turkey Bourbon Distillery.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and celebration of Jimmy Russell, a dedicated craftsman and living legend with an uncompromised approach to whiskey making, and his 60 years of service to the Wild Turkey Bourbon Distillery.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Jimmy Russell, 111 Lakeview Drive, Lawrenceburg, Kentucky 40342.
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