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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of James "Ted" Taylor Aikin.

WHEREAS, James "Ted" Taylor Aikin demonstrated qualities of leadership, courage, and patriotism at a very young age. At 14, he enlisted in the Army.  After completing basic training at Fort Knox, he was deployed to the Philippines, to help with the World War II effort; and

WHEREAS, during the course of the war, he was captured and survived the Bataan Death March, a march of over 60 miles through sweltering heat in which soldiers were given very little food and water, subject to random beatings and torture by the Japanese army. To survive the march, Ted Aikin ate tooth powder and used iodine to purify water he collected from ponds in an old beer bottle he found; and

WHEREAS, James "Ted" Taylor Aikin also endured a voyage from the Philippines to Japan on the Nagato Maru, a Japanese "hell ship," standing the entire voyage.  He would remain a Prisoner of War for the remainder of World War II; and

WHEREAS, James "Ted" Taylor Aikin became a decorated war hero as a result of his bravery and courage.  He was awarded several medals, including a Purple Heart, Bronze Star, Prisoner of War, and Distinguished Service Award.  He served 26 years in the Army, retiring as a Master Sergeant; and

WHEREAS, after retirement from the Army, he dedicated his life to community service, as an active member of the West Point City Council, West Point Baptist Church, West Point American Legion Post 148, and multiple veterans’ organizations.  A business man, Ted Aikin ran a service station and game room in West Point for 30 years; and

WHEREAS, in honor of James "Ted" Taylor Aikin's dedication to his country and his community, the Hardin County Fiscal Court honored him by declaring November 11, "Ted Aikin Day," coinciding with Veterans’ Day; and

WHEREAS, James "Ted" Taylor Aikin departed this earthly life on August 30, 2013, and is deeply mourned by his family, friends, and community.  He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Jackie Ruth Wright; his children, Glenn Aikin, Dale Aikin, Debra Aikin, Teddi Aikin Blanford, and Jacky Aikin; ten grandchildren; and eight great-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, James "Ted" Taylor Aikin devoted his life serving his country as a soldier, council member, and church member;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of James "Ted" Taylor Aikin.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of James "Ted" Taylor Aikin.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit six copies of this Resolution to the office of Representative Jeff Greer for delivery to the family.
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