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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing staff of the Legislative Research Commission to study whether counties should be offered the option of conducting elections in centralized voting centers rather than in voting precincts, and whether counties should offer voters the opportunity to vote early or to vote during extended periods of time.

WHEREAS, several states are experimenting with centralized voting centers as an alternative to traditional voting precincts; and

WHEREAS, with centralized voting, a Kentucky voter could cast a ballot at any of several centers in his or her county rather than being restricted to voting in one precinct; and

WHEREAS, voters may find centralized voting more convenient than precinct voting, and this added convenience may encourage more people to vote; and

WHEREAS, in November of 2007, the state of Indiana conducted a successful pilot program testing centralized voting in two counties; and 

WHEREAS, centralized voting centers have generally received a favorable response wherever they have been  used across the nation;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The staff of the Legislative Research Commission is directed to study whether the General Assembly should offer counties the option of conducting elections in centralized voting centers, rather than in voting precincts, in counties that choose to use centralized voting.

Section 2.   Questions to be addressed in the study shall include:

(1)
Which states have experimented with centralized voting centers and what those results have been;

(2)
Whether Kentucky counties would save money if they chose to use centralized voting centers;

(3)
Whether Kentucky voters would prefer to use centralized voting rather than voting in precincts;

(4)
Whether centralized voting would be likely to affect voter turnout in Kentucky;

(5)
Whether centralized voting would make it easier for counties to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act;

(6)
Whether centralized voting would make provisional ballots easier to handle; and

(7)
Whether potential voting centers exist that would be spacious enough to accommodate large numbers of voters.

Section 3.   By November 30, 2014, the results of this study should be reported to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate interim joint committee.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee or task force thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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