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A RESOLUTION to honor and celebrate Kentucky State University and Simmons College of Kentucky for their historic and vigorous role in African American education.

WHEREAS, from the pre-Civil War darkness emerged the hope and expectation of African Americans to build capacity, independence, and a true expression of freedom of which education served as the key pathway to a brighter future; and

WHEREAS, black colleges and universities arose across the nation that were faced with the daunting mission of raising the torch of enlightened learning, culture, and community; and

WHEREAS, in Kentucky, and elsewhere, early postsecondary educational institutions for African Americans took their place in the spectrum of educational initiatives to extend and expand education so that the mission to develop educators would promote and enhance the spirit of learning across the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky State University was established in 1886 as the State Normal School for Colored Persons as the first public African American institution in Kentucky to equip teachers with a liberal arts education; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky State University expanded its mission in 1890 as a land-grant university with the second Morrill Land Grant Act, and today serves the Commonwealth with an offering of programs in professional fields and public service; and

WHEREAS, Simmons College emerged in 1890 as a full-fledged liberal arts college from its 1869 roots as the Kentucky Normal Theological Institute, and is known today as Simmons College of Kentucky with a strong tradition of preparing Christian men and women for selfless ministry and leadership of churches in the urban community; and

WHEREAS, these two institutions of higher learning have produced alumni whose leadership as educators, physicians, attorneys, artists, public servants, and ordinary citizens has contributed, shaped, and elevated the Common Good not only in Kentucky, but across the nation and the world; and

WHEREAS, history takes note of such exemplary individuals as Kentucky State University's first president John Henry Jackson, internationally renowned educator and civil rights champion Whitney M. Young Jr., and Pulitzer Prize winning photographer and artist Moneta Sleet Jr., of which the tradition is carried on today by President Mary Evans Sias; and Simmons College's remarkable president William J. Simmons, nationally renowned architect Samuel Plato, and noted educator and civil rights champion Arenia Mallory, of which the tradition is carried on today by President Kevin W. Cosby.

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate hereby honor and celebrate Kentucky State University and Simmons College of Kentucky for their historic and vigorous role in the education of African Americans across the Commonwealth, the nation, and the world as they "reach higher for educational excellence."

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to President Mary Evans Sias, Kentucky State University, 400 East Main Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601, and to President Kevin W. Cosby, Simmons College of Kentucky, 1018 South Seventh Street, Louisville, Kentucky 40203.
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