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A RESOLUTION commemorating the first day in history that the Kentucky Senate has had two African-American Senators.

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of this body to honor historic achievements made by Kentuckians, whether in public service or for the greater good of our communities and our Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, the contributions made by African-Americans to the General Assembly have been well-established, and the accomplishments of African-Americans to this Commonwealth in the arenas of medicine, law, art, commerce, and education have helped shape Kentucky both before the Civil Rights movement and afterward; and 

WHEREAS, on January 7, 2014, the General Assembly convenes for the first day of its Regular Legislative Session. On this day, for the first time in the illustrious history of this august body, the Kentucky Senate will have two African-American Senators among its heralded membership; and 

WHEREAS, each new beginning offers us a chance to look to our history, and it is right to recognize the African-American lawmakers who have paved the way for such a historic occasion. There have been 27 African-American legislators in the Kentucky General Assembly since 1900, and they are: Representative Charles W. Anderson, Jr. (1936-1947); Representative Dennis Henderson (1948-1949); Representative Jesse H. Lawrence (1950-1953); Representative Felix S. Anderson (1954-1958); Representative William H. Childress (1960-1961); Representative Amelia H. Tucker (1962-1963); Representative J.E. Smith (1964-1965); Representative Arthur L. Johnson, Jr. (1964-1965); Representative Jesse P. Warders (1966-1967); Representative Mae Street Kidd (1968-1985); Representative E. Hughes McGill (1968-1971); Senator Georgia M. Powers (1968-1989); Representative Charlotte S. McGill (1971-1977); Representative Carl R. Hines, Sr. (1978-1987); Representative Aubrey Williams (1979-1985); Representative E. Porter Hatcher, Jr. (1988-1999); Representative Leonard W. Gray (1990-1995); Senator Gerald A. Neal (1989-Present Day); Representative Jesse Crenshaw (1993-Present Day); Representative Arnold Simpson (1994-Present Day); Representative Eleanor Jordan (1996-2000); Representative Paul Bather (2000-2004); Representative Reginald Meeks (2001-Present Day); Representative Derrick Graham (2003-Present Day); Representative Darryl T. Owens (2005-Present Day); Representative Jim Glenn (2005-Present Day); and Senator Reginald Thomas (2014-Present Day); and

WHEREAS, the many and lasting contributions of these members of the General Assembly do not go unnoticed by Kentuckians, as they have done and continue to do good work not only for this Commonwealth, but for a generation of African-Americans who will grow up learning about the standards these men and women so courageously set inside these chambers; and 

WHEREAS, this body also acknowledges the historic importance of the year 2014 in the history of this Commonwealth's vaunted place within the Civil Rights movement. On March 5, 1964, in Frankfort, Kentucky, the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., along with baseball legend Jackie Robinson, led 10,000 people in a peaceful demonstration outside the State Capitol. The fifty-year anniversary of this landmark event and its correspondence with two African-American members serving in this body should be duly observed and celebrated; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Gerald Neal has been a valued member of the Senate since 1989. An attorney who serves Senate District 33 in Louisville, Senator Neal is a graduate of Kentucky State University and the University of Louisville School of Law. An outspoken advocate for his district and for the rights of minorities across the Commonwealth and the Nation, he has served with integrity, humility, and an unwavering dedication to his constituents; and 

WHEREAS, Senator Reginald Thomas begins his first term serving Senate District 13, and this body wishes him the best of luck as he begins his career as a lawmaker. An esteemed graduate of Bryan Station High School, Dartmouth College, and Harvard Law School, Senator Thomas has served on various civic boards, including the Board of Commerce Lexington and the Board of the Bluegrass Community and Technical College; and 

WHEREAS, the members of this august body rightfully take the time to congratulate these two outstanding Senators upon this historic occasion; and 

WHEREAS, the success of this Commonwealth has always rested on its acknowledgement and support of all its outstanding citizens. The historic importance of two Senators serving in this body for the first time is an occasion that will be celebrated by all Kentuckians as a symbol of the shining possibility that was spoken of during Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.'s famous rally outside the walls of this institution a half century ago;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This Honorable Body does hereby express its profound admiration for its two African-American members, and marks the first day of the 2014 Regular Session as a landmark in this Commonwealth's glorious history. 

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in rightful commemoration of the first day in its history when it has counted two African-American Senators among its membership. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator R.J. Palmer II for delivery.
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