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A RESOLUTION honoring the dogs who have served in the Armed Forces and declaring March 13, 2014, as K-9 Veterans Day.

WHEREAS, dogs have been used to assist the military in conflict throughout the course of history, and have been employed by the United States Armed Forces from World War I to present conflicts; and

WHEREAS, during World War II, dogs played an increasingly vital role assisting the military. On March 13, 1942, dogs were put on the quartermaster inventory, going through extensive training to become sentry dogs, scout dogs, patrol dogs, and mine dogs, in addition to their traditional role as messenger dogs. The first War Dog Reception and Training Center was established at Front Royal, Virginia, in August 1942, with 200 dogs being used for training; and 

WHEREAS, the military discovered the inherent value of using dogs as World War II continued, increasing the number of dogs in training dramatically. By the end of World War II, over 10,000 dogs were trained to search for land mines, tunnels, traps, trip wires, and other hazards undetectable to the two-footed soldier. Moreover, dogs were trained to alert troops of ambushes, protect camps, and track enemy soldiers and snipers. As a result of increased training, the Japanese never ambushed or attacked a patrol led by dogs, saving the lives of countless soldiers; and

WHEREAS, over 30,000 dogs have served in the military since March 13, 1942, with over 1,500 and 4,000 dogs deployed during the Korean and Vietnam conflicts, respectively. As of 2012, approximately 2,800 active duty dogs have been deployed around the world, including over 600 in Iraq and Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, as a result from their bravery, dedication, and devotion to serving our Armed Forces, dogs have earned outstanding records in combat overseas, including K-9 Medals of Honor and campaign ribbons. In honor of their service, a war dog memorial was dedicated in 1994 at the United States Marine Corps War Dog Cemetery in Guam to honor the dogs that served during World War II; and 

WHEREAS, the dogs that have served and are serving in the military are loyal, loving, and devoted, saving the lives of countless American soldiers and civilians by knowingly placing themselves in harm’s way. They are soldiers who are assigned military service records and endure extensive training. They have worked tirelessly at Ground Zero, the Pentagon, and as bomb and security guard teams in Iraq and Afghanistan. They continue to serve selflessly to protect the lives of all Americans;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate, both individually and collectively, honor the dogs who have served in military conflict by declaring March 13, 2014, as K-9 Veterans Day.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and celebration of K-9 Veterans Day.
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