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A RESOLUTION recognizing Kinsey Morrison upon being named a top youth volunteer in Kentucky for 2014 at the 19th Annual Prudential Spirit of Community Awards.

WHEREAS, Kinsey Morrison, an esteemed 17-year-old resident of Goshen, Kentucky, and a senior at St. Francis High School, has achieved national recognition for exemplary service by receiving a 2014 Prudential Spirit of Community Award; and 

WHEREAS, this prestigious award, presented by Prudential Financial in partnership with the National Association of Secondary School Principals, honors young volunteers across the nation who have demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to serving their communities; and 

WHEREAS, Kinsey Morrison earned this award by delivering more than 50 speeches on a variety of topics and helping raise a significant amount of money for dozens of charities. At five years old, Ms. Morrison was diagnosed with a rare condition called aplastic anemia. She wasn't supposed to live for more than a few months, but she continued to fight. At six years old, she attended a luncheon to thank donors for the transfusions that helped save her life, and she gave a five-minute impromptu speech during which she called her illness the "dragon" and referred to herself as a "dragon slayer." The speech launched an impeccable speaking career, and over the past 11 years Ms. Mattingly has touched the lives of more than 25,000 people by speaking at events for organizations such as the American Heart Association, Girl Scouts of the USA, the American Cancer Society, and the American Red Cross; and 

WHEREAS, Kinsey Morrison's speeches deal with critical issues such as marriage equality, bullying, and the importance of living life to its fullest. As a public speaker and an advocate for such worthwhile causes as Gilda's Club Louisville, which provides social and emotional support to cancer patients and their families, she continues to set an example for all the youth of this Commonwealth and to live a life that is a testament to her enormous faith, goodwill, and selfless sacrifice; and 

WHEREAS, the success of this Commonwealth, the strength of our communities, and the overall vitality of American society depend, in great measure, upon the dedication of young people like Kinsey Morrison, who use their considerable talents and resources in the service of others;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate heartily congratulates and honors Kinsey Morrison as a recipient of a Prudential Spirit of Community Award; recognizes her outstanding volunteer service, leadership, and community spirit; and extends best wishes for her continued success.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Kinsey Morrison.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Ernie Harris for delivery.
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