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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1801


	Bill #:
	SB 232/GA


	Bill Subject/Title:
	AN ACT relating to transfers of firearms.


	Sponsor:
	Senator Brandon Smith


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local law enforcement


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	X
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
In some cases, federal law requires law enforcement to approve the transfer of a firearm.  SB 232/GA would establish a time limit of 15 days on law enforcement agencies to review and respond to these National Firearm’s Act transfer of firearm certifications.  The chief law enforcement officer must certify that the recipient is a proper person for the receipt of the firearm or that the chief law enforcement officer knows of no reason to prevent the firearm transfer.  Chief law enforcement officer, as used in SB 232/GA, includes local police chiefs, county sheriffs, head of the state police, state or local district attorneys or prosecutors, or other individuals acceptable to the Director of the FBI. (See 27 CFR 479.85).  The bill also allows applicants to appeal denials of certification requests to the Circuit Court.  The Circuit Court reviews the case de novo, and if the court finds that the certification denial was improper then it may order the issuance of the certification and award costs and attorney’s fees to the applicant. 

     

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of SB 232/GA on local governments is unknown but expected to be minimal.  It is unknown how many additional individuals will seek firearms transfer certification under SB 232/GA.  Thus, it is impossible to say whether requests will overwhelm local chief law enforcement officers and result in increased administration costs.  It is also unknown whether SB 232/GA will result in successful appeals to Circuit Court and monetary awards against chief law enforcement officers.  Any awards against local law enforcement officers would be a cost to local governments.  It should be noted that these transfer certification requirements under the National Firearm’s Act apply to only certain firearms.  These include machine guns, silencers, short-barreled rifles and shotguns, and destructive weapons such as bazookas and anti-tank guns. (See NFA and 27 CFR Part 479).  
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