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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of James Kelly Walden.

WHEREAS, James Kelly Walden was a son of the Commonwealth, having been born in Frankfort, Kentucky, on May 22, 1930, the son of the late Woodie and Correne Barbour Walden; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walden proudly served his nation in the United States Navy as a swimming instructor for the Construction Battalion in Port Hueneme, California, from 1950 to 1953, transferred to the USS Higbee, and was then honorably discharged in 1955. Before entering the Navy, Mr. Walden graduated from Lewis County High School in 1948 and worked for Ashland Oil Company for two years; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walden attended Eastern Kentucky University as an education major in 1958, after marrying Janice Esham, and graduated in 1961. He taught biology at his high school alma mater and continued his teaching career at Palm Beach High School (FL) in 1962, where he was the basketball and baseball coach. He was twice elected Teacher of the Year in 1965 and 1966, and later received his master's degree from Morehead State University and completed other graduate work in biology at Texas Tech University; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walden began working with almost all navigable rivers in the Central and Eastern United States in 1971, including the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, became the captain of a river boat in 1975, and then retired in 1990. In 2002, he was commissioned "Admiral of the Great Fleet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky," and the commission was signed by then-Lieutenant Governor Stephen L. Henry and his wife, Heather French Henry; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walden enjoyed making furniture and videotaping special events for family, friends, and the community in Maysville; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walden departed this earthly life at the age of 83 on March 9, 2014, leaving his friends, family, and an entire community in solemn mourning; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Walden is survived by his loving wife whom he married in 1994, Lois Mathewson Bronson Walden; his sister, Betty Walden Danner; his brother, Reverend Dr. Bradley Nelson Walden; two sons, Michael W. Walden and Thomas Kelly Walden; three nephews, David Kelly Danner, Jeffery Walden Danner, and Mark Stephen Walden; one niece, Beth Walden Lee; two grandchildren, Emily and John Walden; and two first cousins, Julia Margaret Land Sink and Dr. William Kelly Skaggs;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of James Kelly Walden.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of James Kelly Walden.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Mike Denham for delivery.
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