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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Fontaine H. Banks, Jr.

WHEREAS, Fontaine H. Banks, Jr. was a native son of the Commonwealth, having been born in Pike County on May 20, 1929, the beloved son of Fontaine Banks, Sr. and Annis Crager Banks; and 

WHEREAS, Fontaine H. Banks, Jr. was a graduate of Belfry High School and Berea College. He proudly served his country as a member of the United States Marine Corps in the Korean Conflict, and ascended to the rank of Colonel before his retirement; and

WHEREAS, Fontaine H. Banks, Jr. had an illustrious career in public service that spanned half a century. He worked as an aide to former Governors Bert T. Combs and Edward T. Breathitt, and served as Secretary of the Cabinet for Human Resources under Governor Brereton Jones and Deputy Human Resources Secretary under Governor Martha Layne Collins. His career in the public sector came to a close in 2007, when he retired as a staff member for Governor Steve Beshear. Mr. Banks often said his greatest contribution to this Commonwealth was his work under Governor Combs to create a state merit system to protect state workers from political influence. In 2008, Mr. Banks wrote a memoir about his life entitled Memoirs of a Political Legend, detailing the 50 years he so dutifully served the Commonwealth he loved; and 

WHEREAS, Fontaine H. Banks, Jr. is survived by his cherished wife of 52 years, Barbara A. Williamson Banks; his sons, Fontaine Banks III and his wife, Anne, and Robert P. Banks and his wife, Stacey; his granddaughter, Elizabeth Ann Banks; his grandsons, Patrick Fontaine Banks, Daniel Robert Banks, and Chase Forester; his brother- and sister-in-law, James R. and Patty Williamson; and his nephew, Justin Williamson; and 

WHEREAS, Fontaine H. Banks, Jr., having enjoyed the pleasures of life and family for 84 fulfilling years, traversed these earthly bounds to join his Heavenly Father on November 22, 2013, and his family, friends, and an entire Commonwealth are joined in the sorrow of this great loss by the members of the House of Representatives;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and extends its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Fontaine H. Banks, Jr. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Fontaine H. Banks, Jr. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tom Burch for delivery.
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