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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION directing the staff of the Legislative Research Commission to study the potential use of an electronic health records system by the state to allow medical professionals instant access to medical histories of state employees, retirees, and Medicaid recipients.

WHEREAS, currently in Kentucky, there are over 31,000 full-time state employees, about 885,000 Medicaid recipients, and about 85,000 children enrolled in KCHIP; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky spends over $5.6 billion annually on Medicaid and KCHIP; and

WHEREAS, it is possible that wasteful health care spending could be reduced by eliminating the uncoordinated care, redundant testing, and medical errors caused by insufficient and inaccurate medical histories when a patient meets with a medical professional for health care; and

WHEREAS, technology has been developed that may allow a medical professional to access a patient's medical history electronically with a credit-card sized data card; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The staff of the Legislative Research Commission shall study the potential use of an electronic health records system by the state to allow medical professionals instant access to medical histories of state employees, retirees, and Medicaid recipients.  The study also shall consider the system offered by LifeSaver App, LLC. The study shall address the following related to an electronic health records system:

(1)
The amount of savings to the state and the federal government;

(2)
The protection of patient privacy; 

(3)
The necessity of patients using photo identification;

(4)
The legality of providing beneficiary records to a third-party source;

(5)
The mandatory use of the system by beneficiaries;

(6)
Other studies on the applicability of this type of system;

(7)
The type of application appropriate for Kentucky;

(8)
Training for use of the application;

(9)
The process for updating information;

(10)
The costs of updating information;

(11)
The capacity and security of company computer systems;

(12)
The methods of addressing system failure;

(13)
The methods of addressing lost, stolen, or broken data cards;

(14)
The use of state personnel to operate and administer the system; 

(15)
The use of any fees or other charges for system users;

(16)
The inclusion of mental health records; 

(17)
The coordination of information with health benefit insurance companies; and

(18)
Other possible methods of improving the efficiency of medical record information.

Section 2.   Staff shall transmit the results of the study to the Legislative Research Commission for distribution to the appropriate interim joint committee or committees by November 1, 2014.

Section 3.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date.
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