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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1631


	Bill #:
	HB 473


	Bill Subject/Title:
	An ACT relating to the safety and well-being of students.


	Sponsor:
	Representative Mike Denham


	Unit of Government:
	x
	City
	x
	County
	x
	Urban-County

	
	x
	Charter County
	x
	Consolidated Local
	x
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	sherriffs, local law enforcement, county attorney


	Requirement:
	x
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	x
	Modifies Existing
	x
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
In Section 1, HB 473 amends KRS 158.440 to include “harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying, or bullying of another student” as something requiring school plans, policies, and procedures.  In Section 2, the bill amends KRS 158.441 to provide a definition of “harassment, intimidation, cyberbulling, or bullying” by a student of another student. In Section 3, the bill requires that school behavior and disciplinary codes include prohibition of harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying, or bullying, and that this code be posted in a prominent location.  Section 3, also requires that a school district provide, to the extent possible, training related to harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying, and bullying, and training related to the school’s code of behavior and discipline. Students and school personnel are to be held harmless for good faith reporting of violations.
In Section 4, the bill amends KRS 158.150 to include “harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying, and bullying” to a list of student offenses prohibited by law in schools. In this regard the bill further amends KRS 158.150 to add “or other appropriate disciplinary action” to “suspension or expulsion from school” as a consequence of failure to comply with laws governing behavior in the schools.  In Section 5, KRS 158.444 is amended to require that multiple instances of harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying, and bullying of another student” be reported to the state.  Finally, in Section 6, KRS 525.080 is amended to add “electronic” to a list of harassing communications which are punishable by a Class B misdemeanor. 

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 463 on local governments is minimal.  

Local peace officers and county attorneys may be minimally impacted. By adding the language “or other appropriate action” to “suspension or expulsion” the bill effectively opens up the possibility that a student’s “harassment, intimidation, cyberbullying or bullying of another student” can be punishable by more than suspension or expulsion from school. Additionally, in Section 6, the bill provides that harassing communication, which includes harassing by “electronic” means, may be regarded as a Class B misdemeanor.
In any event, most costs related to juvenile detention are covered by state agencies.  However, immediate impacts include transportation by local law enforcement to a local police station, or to a court designated worker location. A County Attorney could become involved. If a student were sent to one of Kentucky’s juvenile detention centers, transportation would be provided by the county sheriff’s office. If the student were of majority age and charged with or convicted of a Class B misdemeanor offense it is possible that he or she could be held in a local or regional jail at an average estimated cost of $33.26 per day. 
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