Local Mandate Fiscal Impact Estimate

Kentucky Legislative Research Commission
2014 Regular Session 
     
Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	884


	Bill #:
	HB 408


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Cruelty to animals.


	Sponsor:
	Rep. Joni Jenkins


	Unit of Government:
	X
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	X
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	X
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted:
	Local jails; local law enforcement


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties:
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
Current law (KRS 525.125) establishes the Class D felony of cruelty to animals in the first degree.  A person is guilty of cruelty to animals in the first degree whenever a four-legged animal is caused to fight for pleasure or profit and the person is:  the owner of the animal, the owner of the property on which the fight is conducted if the owner knows of the fight, or anyone who participates in the organization of the fight.
BR 884 limits the scope of cruelty to animals in the first degree by adding scienter (guilty knowledge) as an element of the crime.  So that the crime occurs when: 1. The owner of the animal knows or should know that the animal is being fought; 2. The owner of the property on which the fight is conducted knows or should know of the fight; or 3. a person knowingly participates in the organization of the fight. 
BR 884 also expands the scope of cruelty to animals in the first degree by applying the crime to any person who knowingly owns, possesses, keeps, breeds, trains, sells, or otherwise transfers a four-legged animal for the purpose that the animal or its offspring be used in a fight for pleasure or profit.   
Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of BR 884 on local governments is expected to be minimal.
BR 844 will have a minimal impact for various reasons.  First, BR 884 limits the scope of cruelty to animals in the first degree in some ways while expanding the scope in another.  The limitation and the expansion offset each other to some degree.  Second, according to the Administrative Office of the Courts, fewer than five individuals a year are convicted of cruelty to animals in the first degree.  Since the current law overlaps with the BR 884 amendments, it is doubtful that there will be more than a minimal increase in convictions under the amended law.  Third, cruelty to animals in the first degree is a Class D felony.  Most Class D felons are housed in any one of 79 full service jails for the duration of their sentence.  Upon sentencing, the state Department of Corrections pays a jail to house a Class D felon at the rate of $33.26 per day including medical costs.  This per diem matches the estimated average cost of housing a Class D felon in a jail.  
	Data Source(s):
	Administrative Office of the Courts; Department of Corrections
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