CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT - REVISED      
SESSION: 14RS
BILL #:  FORMDROPDOWN 
  32
 FORMDROPDOWN 
    FORMDROPDOWN 
    
BR #: 164 
DOC ID#: BR016400.100 - 164 - 257
BILL SPONSOR(S):  FORMDROPDOWN 
 Nelson
AMENDMENT SPONSOR(S):  FORMDROPDOWN 
      
SUBJECT: AN ACT relating to probation and parole officers.
SUMMARY OF LEGISLATION: Amend KRS 439.310 to require that probation and parole officer staffing levels allow for an active supervision ratio of no greater than 50 offenders per officer.
This
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bill
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 amendment 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 committee substitute is expected to:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have the following Corrections impact 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Have no Corrections impact
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Creates new crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Repeals existing crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases penalty for existing crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Decreases penalty for existing crime(s)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases incarceration 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Decreases incarceration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduces inmate/offender services
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases inmate/offender services
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Increases staff time or positions 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Reduces staff time or positions
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Changes elements of offense for existing crime(s)


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (Explain) places limits on Probation & Parole caseloads

STATE IMPACT: Class A, B & C felonies are based on an average daily prison rate of $59.72. Most Class D felons are housed in one of 79 full service jails for up to 5 years. DOC’s cost to incarcerate a felony inmate in a jail is $34.59 per day (includes jail per diem, medical & central office costs), not including substance abuse treatment. Projections are based on the daily rate x 365 x number of years.
Projected Impact:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NONE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MINIMAL
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 MODERATE
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 SIGNIFICANT
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 Section 1 Requires that probation and parole officer staffing levels allow for an active supervision ratio of no greater than 50 offenders per officer. DOC estimates that an additional 268 Probation and Parole officers would be needed in order to reduce caseloads to 50 offenders. The estimated cost to add and equip each officer is $51,627; therefore, the cost to add 268 officers would be $13,836,036. This cost includes salary & benefits, personal equipment such as weapons and body armor, and office equipment. Training is an additional cost not included in this estimate because it varies depending upon mileage, overnight lodging, etc.

In addition to cost, this bill limits the Division of Probation and Parole’s ability to manage the supervision of offenders according to evidence-based practices. For example, it is widely held that low risk offenders are more likely to recidivate under restrictive supervision. Because they are generally compliant and take greater responsibility for keeping appointments, paying fees, etc. these offenders require less time from a P & P officer. Therefore, an officer who supervises mostly low-risk offenders can easily handle a larger caseload. Conversely, offenders who score high risk and those who are sex offenders need additional time and attention. Officers who supervise these cases have a lower caseload.

The Division of Probation and Parole’s primary mission is public safety. Current caseloads are continually monitored, analyzed, and adjusted to ensure proper supervision based on offenders’ needs and risk. This bill would eliminate the administrative flexibility that is essential to accomplishing the mission.

While good intentioned, it is the department’s belief that this bill would have a negative impact on the operations of the Division of Probation and Parole.

LOCAL IMPACT: Local governments are responsible for the cost of incarcerating individuals charged with Class A or B misdemeanors and felony defendants until disposition of the case. While the expense varies by jail, this estimated impact will be based on $33.26 per day, which equals the per diem and medical that DOC pays jails to house felony offenders. 
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
The following offices contributed to this Corrections Impact Statement:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dept. of Corrections
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Dept. of Kentucky State Police
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Administrative Office of the Courts  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parole Board
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      
NOTE: Consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on state or local governments.
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