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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor and loving memory of Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True.

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True was a son of the Commonwealth, born in Scott County, Kentucky, on January 28, 1933, to the late Julian and Isabelle Harp True; and 

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True was a proud graduate of Burgin High School and Georgetown College, with a Master's degree in public health from the University of Michigan. He entered the Marine Corps in 1955, ascending to the rank of Captain; and 

WHEREAS, after leaving the Marines in 1959, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True began an extraordinary career in State Government. Beginning with a stint with the Department of Revenue and the former Department of Health, Mr. True was a key architect in the Commonwealth's Medicaid program and the Appalachian Regional Hospitals system. He was appointed the first Secretary of the Department of Human Resources by Governor Wendell H. Ford and, under Governor Julian M. Carroll, served as the executive director of a committee that focused on deep mine safety. Mr. True then joined the Department of Education as Assistant Superintendent under State Superintendent of Public Instruction Raymond Barber; and

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True was an active embodiment of the spirit of volunteerism in the communities where he worked and lived, and also in the greater Commonwealth which he so dutifully served. He was a member of or volunteered to such worthwhile organizations as the AARP, the Frankfort Rehabilitation Board, the United Way of Franklin County, the Seven Counties Services Board, the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence, the Friedell Committee for Health System Transformation, the Shelby County Hospital Board, and the Shelby County Library Board; and 

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True was an advocate for and counsel to the legislative works carried out by the lawmakers of this Commonwealth. He was a legislative appointee to the Special Advisory Commission of Senior Citizens, a body which he served as Vice-Chair and Chair. He also served on that body's Health and Human Affairs Subcommittee and was Vice-Chair of the Consumer Affairs Subcommittee. He was appointed to five separate terms on the Legislative Research Commission's Capital Planning Advisory Board; and 

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True's commitment to excellence extended beyond his public works. A farmer and devoted man of God, he and his wife attended Immanuel Baptist Church in Frankfort, where Mr. True was a deacon, a Sunday School teacher, and a trustee; and 

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True departed this earthly life on August 17, 2013. For 57 years he was the cherished and loving husband of Alice Stivers True. Along with his wife he leaves behind a son, Julian Guthrie True and his wife, Jennifer; and granddaughters, Whitney True Lawson and her husband, Phillip, and Sloane Guthrie True. Along with his parents, he was preceded in death by a brother, Arthur Julian True, Jr.; and 

WHEREAS, Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True was an inspiration for so many Kentuckians, through his years of dedicated service, his activity and energy in his community, and his passion and expertise in the good work of State Government. He leaves behind a generation of Kentuckians who will benefit from the deeds he accomplished, and he will be mourned by his family and friends, and by all in this great Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and extends its sincerest condolences to the family, friends, and community of Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True, an outstanding public servant and Kentuckian.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Laurel Weaver "Poppie" True. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Senator Paul Hornback for delivery to the family.
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