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A RESOLUTION honoring Toyota Motor Manufacturing for being the 2012 global leader in automobile sales.

WHEREAS, Toyota began its production history in 1902 with the invention and manufacture of automatic looms, and three decades later began production of automobiles; and

WHEREAS, Toyota Motor Manufacturing has over $18 billion invested in ten United States production facilities that assemble nine unique models exported to twenty-one countries throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, Toyota's first wholly-owned production facility in North America was  built in Scott County, with the first Kentucky-made Toyota Camry rolling off the assembly line in July 1988; and

WHEREAS, Toyota Motor Manufacturing's Kentucky facility, which is the largest Toyota facility in the world outside of Japan, is a proud and vital contributor to Toyota's production capacity, with over 7.5 million square feet under roof that allows some 7,000 Toyota team members to assemble 500,000 vehicles and engines annually; and

WHEREAS, Toyota Motor Manufacturing's commitment to continuous improvement, efficiency, and quality is matched only by its equal commitment to being a model corporate citizen, as witnessed by the numerous awards and accolades it has received from groups such as the United Way of Central Kentucky and the Kentuckiana Minority Supplier Development Council, and national groups such as the American Red Cross in honor of Toyota's $1 million in donations for Hurricane Sandy relief; and

WHEREAS, Toyota Motor Manufacturing became the global sales leader in automobiles in 2008, only to lose the title in 2011 because of the tragedy and havoc created by the Great Sendai Earthquake; and

WHEREAS, because of the dedication of team members worldwide, Toyota has battled back to once again become the 2012 global sales leader, with over 9.7 million vehicles sold;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:
Section 1.  The Senate extends its congratulations to Toyota Motor Manufacturing for reclaiming the title of 2012 global automobile sales leader, despite the terrible tragedy and adversities caused by the Great Sendai Earthquake.

Section 2. The Senate expresses its support and gratitude to Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky for its outstanding contributions to the Commonwealth and for the ongoing example it sets for all as a model corporate citizen.

Section 3. The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Steve St. Angelo, President, Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky, 1001 Cherry Blossom Way, Georgetown, Kentucky 40324.
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