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A RESOLUTION honoring Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay on being named the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year.

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay has made a career out of serving selflessly in the Kentucky Air National Guard and his distinguished service has resulted in his being named the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay has always performed his duties to the highest degree of professionalism and has dedicated enormous time and effort to excelling at his career; and

WHEREAS, Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay joined the Air Force in 1998 and, after completing Air Force Basic Military Training, departed for his first duty assignment at Yokota Air Force base in Japan as a Security Forces Apprentice. While stationed in Japan, Sergeant Bobay deployed on two separate occasions in support of Operation Southern Watch, to the United Arab Emirates in 1998 and to the Emirate of Oman in 1999. Sergeant Bobay was then hand-selected to represent the 374th Security Forces Squadron on multinational joint exercises in South Korea and Southern Japan. In 2000, Sergeant Bobay was assigned to the 377th Security Forces Squadron where he was again deployed in support of Operation Southern Watch to Eskan Village, Saudi Arabia. In 2003, Sergeant Bobay was hand-selected as part of a headquarters element to deploy to Kirkuk Air Base, Iraq, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay separated from the Air Force and continued a life of serving the public as a member of the Hendersonville Police Department in Hendersonville, Tennessee. After serving two years as a police officer Sergeant Bobay's desire to defend this nation's freedoms in the Air Force could not be denied, and he returned to service in 2006 when he was selected to serve as a Combat Controller with the elite 123rd Special Tactics Squadron. Upon returning to Kentucky, Sergeant Bobay successfully completed the Special Operations Terminal Attack Controller course, Special Forces, Advanced Urban Combat course, and received his Joint Terminal Attack rating. Sergeant Bobay then volunteered to deploy in 2010 in support of Operation Enduring Freedom as a Joint Terminal Attack Controller for an Army Special Forces Alpha Team. Sergeant Bobay was once again deployed in 2011-2012 and returned to Afghanistan to support Operation Enduring Freedom;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate honors and commends Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay upon being named a recipient of the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year Award.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Technical Sergeant Harley Bobay.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Major General Edward W. Tonini, Adjutant General, 100 Minuteman Parkway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-6168.
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