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AN ACT relating to alcoholic beverages.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 241.065 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
The number of retail package liquor licenses issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to licensees in counties containing cities of the first class, and including such cities, shall not exceed a number equal to one (1) for every two thousand three hundred (2,300)[one thousand five hundred (1,500)] persons resident in such county.

(b)
The retail package liquor license per unit population mandate of paragraph (a) of this subsection shall not:

1.
Affect a retail package liquor license that is subject to the restrictions of this subsection if the retail package liquor license was issued before the effective date of this Act; or

2.
Serve as the basis to revoke, suspend, fail to renew, deny a transfer of, or otherwise interfere with a retail package liquor license that is subject to the restrictions of this subsection if the retail package liquor license was issued before the effective date of this Act.

(c)
After the effective date of this Act, when the number of existing retail package liquor licenses in the county, including any city of the first class contained in the county:

1.
Meets or exceeds the number allowed under paragraph (a) of this subsection, no new retail package liquor licenses that are subject to the restrictions of this subsection shall be issued.

2.
Falls below the maximum number allowed under paragraph (a) of this subsection, the department may issue retail package liquor licenses that are subject to the restrictions of this subsection to qualified applicants until the number of retail package liquor licenses meets the maximum number allowed under paragraph (a) of this subsection.

(2)
The number of retail drink licenses issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board to licensees in counties containing cities of the first class, and including such cities shall not exceed a number equal to one (1) for every one thousand five hundred (1,500) persons resident in such county.

(3)
In order that a fixed and approved standard of population as prescribed in subsections (1) and (2) of this section may be adopted the annual estimates of population as determined by chambers of commerce of cities of the first class shall be used in every year except a census year, and during a census year the United States government census figures of population shall be controlling.
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