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A RESOLUTION urging Louisville Gas and Electric Company (LG&E) to consider alternative coal ash storage and preserve the "Wentworth Lime Cave" in Trimble County which may have been a station along the Underground Railroad for slaves seeking freedom in the northern states.

WHEREAS, Trimble County, Kentucky, was one of the most traversed escape corridors because of its close proximity to a large community of abolitionists in Madison, Indiana; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Alicestyne Turley, Director of the Carter G. Woodson Center and Assistant Professor of African and African American Studies at Berea College, was hired by LG&E consultants to review the markings in the cave; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Turley opined that the "Wentworth Lime Cave" was "a very real example of a 'holding' or way station to aid slaves along the Ohio River" which is supported by evidence of similar locations along the Ohio River known to be part of the Underground Railroad system; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Turley hypothesized that the inscriptions on the walls may have been written by slaves or others assisting them; and

WHEREAS, the Underground Railroad was a system of secret routes and safe houses that assisted nineteenth century slaves escape the South to freedom in the North and Canada, and the Wentworth Lime Cave may likely be a first-hand account of actual operation of the Underground Railroad network within the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, LG&E should consider other alternatives for their coal ash storage as the Wentworth Lime Cave may play a part in telling future generations about the Commonwealth's history as a border state and vestibule to freedom for many African-Americans in our country; and

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives proffers this Resolution as a reprise of the Commonwealth's public policy to preserve and protect cultural and historic artifacts and sites for public benefit, as they provide tourism, economic development and education opportunities for our state's citizens and those abroad;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives urges LG&E to consider alternative locations for their coal ash storage and to maintain this potentially first-hand account of how the Underground Railroad played a role in the Commonwealth's history.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives, in the alternative, urges LG&E, if destruction of the Wentworth Lime Cave cannot be avoided, to consult the Kentucky Heritage Council about the proper documentation needed to ensure future generations have the opportunity to learn about the historical and cultural significance of the cave.
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