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A RESOLUTION relating to green and sustainable schools in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky desires to implement community-advancing policies that unleash the potential of our buildings and our children, and help to usher in a healthier; safer; more efficient, resilient, and prosperous future; and 

WHEREAS, healthy, high-performance, energy-efficient schools, known as "green schools," create a healthy environment that is conducive to learning while saving energy, resources, and money; and

WHEREAS, green schools emphasize excellence in areas such as natural day lighting, thermal comfort, productive classroom design, energy-efficiency, and superior indoor air quality; and 

WHEREAS, such emphasis has been shown to improve children's well-being and ability to learn; increase teacher retention rates; decrease student, teacher, and staff absenteeism by lowering asthma and allergy rates; provide a hands-on interactive learning tool to teach energy-efficiency and environmental awareness; and reduce energy use by thirty percent (30%) to fifty percent (50%) on average compared to conventional schools; and

WHEREAS, instruments such as LEED for Schools, LEED for Existing Buildings, Energy Star, Advanced Energy Design Guide for K-12 School Buildings, and ASHRAE Standard 189.1 can be used to optimize building performance, resolve operational inefficiencies, reduce utility costs, and generally, to create green schools in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, green schools do not necessarily cost more to build than conventional schools, as has been demonstrated by hundreds of green schools in communities across the United States, including Turkey Foot Middle School in Kenton County, Kentucky; Flaherty Primary Center in Meade County, Kentucky; and Richardsville Elementary School in Warren County, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, existing schools can be converted to green schools through the implementation of low or no-cost operations and maintenance improvements such as water efficiency measures, green cleaning programs, recycling and waste reduction initiatives, and energy management plans, which have the potential to save millions of dollars each year in direct school operating expenses; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned fiscal, health, environmental, and educational benefits of green schools should be enjoyed by all children in the Commonwealth of Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This honorable body agrees to work together toward common sense solutions and to pass policies that effectively promote the benefits of green schools to our communities and advance the vision that every child will have the option to attend a green school within this generation.

Section 2.   This honorable body envisions that by 2030, and within this generation of school-aged children, there will be at least one green school in each of the 120 counties in this great Commonwealth of Kentucky.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Dr. Terry Holliday, Commissioner, Kentucky Department of Education, 500 Mero Street, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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