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A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Pope Francis for leading a humble, Christ-like life of prayer, study of God's Word, and compassion for the poor that recently resulted in his election as the Supreme Pontiff, the Bishop of Rome, the 265th successor of Peter.

WHEREAS, Pope Francis is now the spiritual leader of 1.2 billion Catholics world-wide as well as the many non-Catholic believers who prayed for the election of a Pope who would have a servant's heart and set a humble, Christ-like example for all Christians, and who will be looking to him to advocate for the plight of persecuted Christians throughout the world and to provide Godly moral leadership on critical issues facing 21st Century Christians that will impact every member of the Body of Christ; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis is known throughout the South American continent as a simple pastor who is deeply loved by his diocese for his humble, Christ-like example of prayer and compassion for the poor as manifested by his washing the feet of the poor and using humble modes of transportation and housing. Pope Francis has long said, "my people are poor and I am one of them," in explaining his decision to live in an apartment and cook his own supper. He has always advised his priests to teach Biblical truth, to show mercy as well as apostolic courage, and to keep their doors open to the widows, the fatherless, the poor, and the oppressed; and

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2013, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, the Jesuit Archbishop of Argentina, was providentially elected Supreme Pontiff by his fellow cardinal electors; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis has been praised by Evangelical Protestants for "building bridges" to glorify God, by taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis chose the name Francis after Saint Francis of Assisi because he was a man of poverty, a man of peace, and a man who loved and protected all of God's wonderful creation; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis is the first Pope of the Roman Catholic Church to be from the Americas and the first Jesuit Pope; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 17, 1936, one of five children born to Italian immigrants; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis entered the novitiate of the Society of Jesus on March 11, 1958, and he was ordained a Jesuit priest on December 13, 1969; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis was appointed titular Bishop of Auca and Auxiliary of Buenos Aires on May 20, 1992, by Pope John Paul II. Then on June 3, 1997, he was raised to the dignity of Coadjutor Archbishop of Buenos Aires. He then became Archbishop, Primate of Argentina and Ordinary for Eastern-rite faithful in Argentina who have no Ordinary of their own rite on February 28, 1998. And finally on February 21, 2001, Pope John Paul II appointed him Cardinal; and

WHEREAS, Pope Francis has long promoted dialogue and conversation with other believers, and his election as Supreme Pontiff has been heralded and praised by Catholic and non-Catholic believers throughout the world;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor and commend Pope Francis for leading a humble, Christ-like life of prayer, study of God's Word, and compassion for the poor that recently resulted in his election as the Supreme Pontiff, the Bishop of Rome, the 265th successor of Peter.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Ambassador of Argentina to the United States, 1600 New Hampshire Ave, North West, Washington, DC 20009; the Ambassador of Belize to the United States, 2535 Massachusetts Avenue North West, Washington, DC 20008-2826; the Ambassador of Costa Rica to the United States, 2114 South Street, North West, Washington, DC 20008; the Ambassador of El Salvador to the United States, 1400 16th Street, Suite 100, North West, Washington, D.C. 20036; the Ambassador of Guatemala to the United States, 2220 R Street North West, Washington, D.C. 20008; the Ambassador of Honduras to the United States, 3007 Tilden Street, North West, Suite 4M, Washington, D.C. 20008; the Ambassador of Mexico to the United States, 1911 Pennsylvania Avenue North West, Washington, DC 20037; the Ambassador of Nicaragua to the United States, 1627 New Hampshire Avenue, North West, Washington, D.C. 20008; the Ambassador of Panama to the United States, 2862 McGill Terrace, North West, Washington, DC 20008; the Ambassador of Bolivia to the United States, 3014 Massachusetts Avenue, North West, Washington, DC 20008; the Ambassador of Brazil to the United States, 3006 Massachusetts Avenue, North West, Washington, DC 20008; the Ambassador of Chile to the United States, 1732 Massachusetts Avenue, North West, Washington, DC 20036; the Ambassador of Columbia to the United States, 2118 Leroy Place, North West, Washington, D.C. 20008; the Ambassador of Ecuador to the United States, 1050 30th Street North West, Washington, DC 20007; the Ambassador of French Guiana to the United States, 2200 Pennsylvania Avenue North West, 4th Floor East, Washington, DC 20037; the Ambassador of Paraguay to the United States, 2400 Massachusetts Avenue North West, Washington, D.C. 20008; the Ambassador of Peru to the United States, 1700 Massachusetts Avenue, North West, Washington D.C. 20036; the Ambassador of Venezuela to the United States, 1099 30th Street, North West, Washington, DC, 20007 and to the Archbishop of Louisville, the Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, for presentation to Pope Francis, P.O. Box 1073, Louisville, Kentucky 40201-1073.
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