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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Laurance L. Browning, Jr.

WHEREAS, Laurance L. Browning, Jr. was born in Maysville, Kentucky, on May 13, 1929. He was the son of the late Laurance L. and Dorothy Nulton Browning. After his graduation from Phillips Exeter Academy, he attended Cornell University where he graduated with a bachelor's degree in mechanical engineering. Then, he served as a mechanical development officer in the Research and Development Command of the United States Air Force for two years.  In the United States Air Force, he attained the rank of first lieutenant; and

WHEREAS, Laurance L. Browning, Jr. started his career as a sales engineer with Browning Manufacturing in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Two years later, he returned to his home town, Maysville, where he held several positions in manufacturing and administration. While Laurance L. Browning, Jr. served as executive vice president and chief operating officer of Browning Manufacturing in Maysville, he negotiated the merger of Browning into Emerson Electric, a global manufacturing company based in St. Louis, Missouri. From 1969 until 1973, he served as president of Browning and group vice president of Emerson Electric. In 1973, he moved to St. Louis where he became the vice president and chief administrative officer at Emerson. Subsequently, he was promoted to vice chairman of Emerson Electric; and

WHEREAS, Laurance L. Browning, Jr. served on the board of directors of Emerson from 1969 until 2002 when he retired.  Additionally, he served on the board of directors of the Firstar Corporation. He was active in numerous professional associations including the National Association of Manufacturers, the National Electrical Manufacturers Association, the Associated Industries of Kentucky, Associated Industries of Missouri, the St. Louis Regional Growth and Commerce Association and SCS/Compute; and

WHEREAS, throughout his career, he participated in a wide array of civic and charitable organizations and was devoted to the Arts.  In Maysville, he served on the first board of directors of the Fleming-Mason Airport. Additionally, he served on the board of directors of the Tom Browning Boys and Girls Club and was a founder of the Maysville Players.  After his move to St. Louis, Missouri, he was a founder and a member of the board of directors of the Opera Theatre of Saint Louis. Furthermore, he served on the board of directors of the Grand Center, Sheldon Concert Hall, the St. Louis Science Center, the St. Louis Symphony and Webster University; and

WHEREAS, Laurance L. Browning, Jr.'s service to his community knew no boundaries. He was a director of Forest Park Forever, the St. Louis Children's Hospital, the Missouri Historical Society and the Sheldon Arts Foundation. He was a trustee of the St. Louis Community Foundation and the St. Louis Art Museum; and

WHEREAS, Laurance L. Browning, Jr. was a loving family man, father, and grandfather.  He was preceded in death by a brother, Robert Evans, and is survived by his lovely wife of almost sixty years, Virginia Louise Jackson, three daughters, Virginia Browning Illick of Santa Fe, New Mexico, Kathryn B. Hendrickson of Maysville and Dorothy Browning Colby of Vail, Colorado; seven granddaughters, one grandson, and one great-granddaughter and a host of friends throughout his community; and

WHEREAS, Laurance L. Browning, Jr. was a member of the Reformed Episcopal Church of the Holy Trinity. He passed away at his home in Maysville on December 9, 2012;

 NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its deepest sorrow upon the passing of this outstanding Kentuckian, Laurance L. Browning, Jr., and extends to his family, friends and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of the late Laurance L. Browning, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Virginia Browning, 840 Park Drive, Maysville, Kentucky  41056.
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