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A RESOLUTION honoring the bicentennial celebration of the Versailles Presbyterian Church.

WHEREAS, the Versailles Presbyterian Church on Main Street in Versailles, Kentucky, is celebrating its bicentennial. Although the origin of the church is not clear, records indicate that Presbyterians were present in this area as early as 1786, when the Transylvania Presbytery appointed Reverend Adam Rankin as pastor of the Glenn's Creek Church, presumably the first Versailles Presbyterian Church. The Glenn's Creek Church was probably organized by Judge Caleb Wallace, an ordained minister, who resided in Woodford County. In 1794, the Reverend Samuel Shannon held Presbyterian services in the Versailles Court House. In 1811, the Reverend John Poage Campbell began preaching in Versailles, Kentucky and is considered the first minister of the Versailles Presbyterian Church; and

WHEREAS, in 1813, the West Lexington Presbytery first recognized the Versailles congregation and in 1822, the first Versailles Presbyterian Church was erected on Morgan Street. In 1823, the Versailles congregation united with the Woodford Church where Judge Caleb Wallace was a member, but four years later the Versailles congregation petitioned to separate from the Woodford Church. In 1829, the Reverend N. M. Hall reported to the presbytery that he had organized a church with 34 member in Versailles, Kentucky. When the church wanted to relocate in 1856, a new building was constructed at Main and Elm and was used until 1878. Reverend Gelon H. Rout dedicated the present day church building on the corner of Main and Elm streets on July 28, 1878; and

WHEREAS, the Versailles Presbyterian Church began its centennial celebration with a special morning service on January 20, 2013. According to Reverend Melissa Sevier, the current minister, 51 members of the congregation portrayed the church’s original founding members and re-enacted the 1813 historic roll call. Guest musicians played the piccolo, snare drums, and a little 1876 pump organ about three feet high and three feet wide that still sits in the church’s library; and

WHEREAS, the Versailles Presbyterian Church will celebrate its bicentennial with special events including a Scottish dancing party, a trip for 25 members to Scotland and a homecoming service on September 15, 2013. Each member is required to participate in 200 individual missions this year. The church defines an individual mission broadly. For example, a mission could be volunteering somewhere or helping a neighbor.  The church has about 250 members and the response to the bicentennial planning and celebration has been tremendous;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   This House of Representatives honors and congratulates the Versailles Presbyterian Church on celebrating its bicentennial in 2013 and hopes that its events and projects will be highly successful.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of the bicentennial celebration of the Versailles Presbyterian Church.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the minister of the Versailles Presbyterian Church, Reverend Melissa Sevier, Versailles Presbyterian Church, 130 North Main Street, Versailles, Kentucky 40383.
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