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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the bridge on Kentucky Route 3459 in Harlan County in honor and memory of Lester Phillips.

WHEREAS, in 1981, Lester Phillips was the founder and Chief of the Sunshine Volunteer Fire Department, starting with just a wagon and a hose; and

WHEREAS, Lester Phillips raised money and recruited volunteers, building the department up to one of the largest in Harlan County with over 30 volunteers; and

WHEREAS, the hard work and dedication of Lester Phillips was recognized in 2002, when he was elected into the Southeast Kentucky Firefighters Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, aside from serving as Chief of the Sunshine Volunteer Fire Department, Lester Phillips was one of the first members of the Harlan County Rescue Squad; and

WHEREAS, Lester Phillips was also the owner and operator of a moving and storage company, as well as a trucking and excavating company; and

WHEREAS, on August 4, 2004, Lester Phillips traversed these earthly bounds days after suffering a heart attack at the scene of a house fire; and

WHEREAS, for his funeral services, Lester Phillips was carried on the back of a 1959 GMC, just as he wanted; and

WHEREAS, Lester Phillips is preceded in death by his parents, Henry Phillips and Ollie Asher Phillips; his wife, Maria Teresa Sue Bianchi Phillips; two sons: Jimmy Charles Phillips and John D. Phillips; two sisters: Cordie Sizemore and Mettie Smith; and four brothers: Ova Phillips, the Rev. Erskin Phillips, Herman Phillips, and the Rev. Hurley Phillips; and

WHEREAS, Lester Phillips is survived by three sons: Jerry Phillips, Jeff Phillips and wife Karen, and Joel Phillips and wife Tammy, and a daughter-in-law, Frances Phillips, all of Harlan; a brother, Norton Phillips, Dayton, Ohio; a sister, Susanna Hubbard, Harlan; five grandchildren: John D. Phillips Jr., Josh Phillips, Joel Phillips II, Emily Phillips, and Jay Phillips; and a host of nieces, nephews, and other relatives and many friends; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly hereby salutes the life and memory of Lester Phillips by designating a bridge in his honor;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate the bridge on Kentucky Route 3459 in Harlan County as the "Lester Phillips Memorial Bridge." The Transportation Cabinet shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect the appropriate signage denoting this designation.
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