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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating the "Banjo Picker's Highway" in Letcher County.

WHEREAS, Lee Sexton, age 83, and Fred Campbell, age 58, both Line Fork, Kentucky natives, are bluegrass musicians who have been featured in movies, music videos, and documentaries about eastern Kentucky's musical history; and

WHEREAS, when Lee "Boy" Sexton was eight years old, he bought his first banjo. The banjo, a homemade wooden fretless model with a groundhog skin head, cost him one dollar. With instruction and guidance from his father and uncles, he quickly mastered the instrument; and

WHEREAS, growing up, Lee Sexton worked all week in the mines and focused on his passion for music on weekends, performing at house parties, bean stringings, and corn shuckings; and

WHEREAS, Lee Sexton earned a reputation as one of the most respected and revered folk musicians in eastern Kentucky and, in 1999, was presented with the Kentucky Governor's Award for Lifetime Achievement in the Arts; and

WHEREAS, in 2004, June Appal Recording reissued Sexton's "Whoa Mule," the musician's seminal solo album originally released in 1989; and

WHEREAS, Fred Campbell was 10 years old when he got his first banjo; and

WHEREAS, Fred Campbell's uncle, singer-songwriter Roscoe Halcomb, was of great inspiration to him; and

WHEREAS, Fred Campbell was 13 years old when he started playing square dances with Lee Sexton; and

WHEREAS, Fred Campbell has played with groups such as Steve Caudill and the Bluegrass Uprising, Darlene Collins and the Southern Star Band, and the Bits and Pieces Bluegrass Band; and

WHEREAS, Fred Campbell currently plays with the group Will Caudill & Route 7, which was formed in 2009.  The group has two CD's available and is currently working on their third; and

WHEREAS, Fred Campbell has played for 46 years at local community events and festivals;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Transportation Cabinet shall designate Kentucky Highway 1103, near the town of Line Fork, in Letcher County, as the "Banjo Pickers Highway," and shall, within 30 days of the effective date of this Resolution, erect appropriate signs denoting this designation.
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