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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION establishing a Medicaid Managed Care Task Force.

WHEREAS, the transition to Medicaid managed care in the Commonwealth has been fraught with difficulties; and

WHEREAS, many of these difficulties continue after more than a year of transition to Medicaid managed care; and

WHEREAS, more than 500,000 Kentuckians receive medically necessary services under Medicaid managed care; and

WHEREAS, many areas in the Commonwealth threaten to become medically underserved in the coming months; and

WHEREAS, the delivery of services to certain populations in the Commonwealth continues to present challenges; and

WHEREAS, the adequacy of the Medicaid managed care networks has become a concern to many across the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   (1) The Legislative Research Commission is directed to establish the Medicaid Managed Care Oversight Task Force.  The Medicaid Managed Care Oversight Task Force is directed to study the individuals, groups, and providers affected by the ongoing implementation of Medicaid managed care in the Commonwealth. 

(2) Areas of study may include:

(a) Access to services by Medicaid managed care members; 

(b) Medically underserved areas in the Commonwealth;

(c) Network adequacy;

(d) Public health, school public health Medicaid services, and behavioral health services efficiency and effectiveness under Medicaid managed care; and

(e) Provider reimbursement, especially for hospital emergency department services and for independent pharmacies.

(3) In performing the study, the task force may consult with relevant state and national agencies to better understand the Medicaid managed care systems implemented in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of the following members, with final membership being subject to the consideration and approval of the Legislative Research Commission:

(1)
A House member appointed by the Speaker of the House and who shall serve as co-chair of the task force;

(2)
A Senate member appointed by the President of the Senate and who shall serve as co-chair of the task force;

(3)
The President of the Senate may appoint a total of three additional members, and the Minority Floor Leader of the Senate may assign a total of one additional member; and

(4)
The Speaker of the House may appoint a total of three additional members, and the Minority Floor Leader of the House may appoint a total of one additional member.

Section 3.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission, the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare, and the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenues no later than November 27, 2013.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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