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A RESOLUTION honoring the Markey Cancer Center for achieving National Cancer Institute designation.

WHEREAS, on July 12, 2013, University of Kentucky President Eli Capilouto announced that the University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center had achieved National Cancer Institute designation, making it Kentucky's only cancer center to receive this designation and one of only 68 in the entire nation; and

WHEREAS, NCI designation is a distinction that signifies national excellence in clinical care and cancer research, and NCI-designated cancer centers are a major source of discovery and development for more effective approaches to cancer prevention, diagnosis, and treatment; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky is stricken with the nation's highest per-capita cancer death rates, the second-highest overall rates of cancer cases, the highest rate of lung cancer, and the second-highest rate of colon cancer in the country. More than 25,000 new cancer cases were diagnosed in Kentucky last year; and

WHEREAS, given the incidence and prevalence of cancer rates in the Commonwealth, this prestigious title will bring much-needed resources into Kentucky in the form of increased federal research funding and will afford patients access to new drugs, treatment options, and the latest clinical trials that are only offered at NCI-designated facilities; and

WHEREAS, as an NCI-designated cancer center, the Markey Cancer Center will also provide leadership for and participate in the NCI Clinical Trials Cooperative Group Program, which is designed to promote and support clinical trials of new cancer treatments, explore methods of cancer prevention and early detection, and study quality-of-life and rehabilitation issues; and

WHEREAS, to earn this designation, the Markey Cancer Center had to pass a rigorous review process that spanned years and was required to demonstrate proven excellence in laboratory research, clinical research, and behavioral and population-based research;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby honors and commends the Markey Cancer Center for achieving National Cancer Institute designation.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Markey Cancer Center, 800 Rose Street, Lexington, Kentucky 40536.
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