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A RESOLUTION honoring Emma Talley of Princeton, 2013 United States Women's Amateur Golf Champion.

WHEREAS, on Sunday, August 11, 2013, at the Country Club of Charleston in Charleston, South Carolina, Kentuckian Emma Talley defeated Yueer Cindy Feng 2 and 1 to win the 2013 United States Women's Amateur Golf Championship; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley, a native of Princeton, Kentucky, and the daughter of Dan and Jennifer Talley, has shown precocious golfing skill from an early age, earning top five finishes in the KHSAA Girls State Golf Championship as a sixth and seventh grader; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley won the State Championship in her freshman, junior, and senior years at Caldwell County High School; and was denied a Championship in her sophomore year only when she was disqualified after signing an incorrect scorecard, a violation she brought to the attention of tournament officials, an act which showed a character far more impressive and meaningful than any athletic talent; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to her prep golf career, Emma Talley won 10 American Junior Golf Association events, was named as a member of the Junior Ryder Cup and Junior Solheim Cup teams, and twice made the cut at the U. S. Women's Open before entering college; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley, considered the number one recruit in her senior year by Golfweek Magazine, just completed her first season with the University of Alabama, where she won the PING/ASU Invitational, garnered four other top ten finishes, was named SEC Freshman of the Year, and was selected second team All-American by the Women's Golf Coaches Association; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley played some of the finest golf of her career during the week of the Amateur Championship, finishing tied for second in the medal play portion of the event with a score of 2 under par, and surviving a grueling run of five 18-hole match play contests to reach the final, four of which lasted at least 17 holes; and

WHEREAS, in the 36-hole final, Emma Talley took one-hole lead after the morning 18, but saw her three-shot lead evaporate in the course of 5th through 7th holes of the final 18. After regaining the lead on the 28th hole of the match, Talley never relinquished it, and closed out the 2 and 1 win with a par on the 35th hole of the match; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley received vocal support from her coach and teammates from Alabama, as well as her father, who served as her caddy for the entire week; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley's win in the Amateur, the first ever by a Kentuckian, grants her an automatic exemption into the 2014 U. S. Women's Open at the historic Pinehurst Resort and Country Club; and

WHEREAS, Emma Talley's historic achievements, stellar play, and outstanding character should be publicly applauded and honored;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby congratulate Emma Talley upon her victory in the 2013 United States Women's Amateur Golf Championship, declare her to be an outstanding representative of the Commonwealth, and wish her good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Dorsey Ridley for presentation to Emma Talley.
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