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A RESOLUTION recognizing September 2013 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.

WHEREAS, almost 13,000 children under the age of 21 in the United States, including 190 in Kentucky, are diagnosed with cancer every year; and

WHEREAS, childhood cancers are often life-threatening illnesses and are the leading cause of death by disease for children under the age of 15; and

WHEREAS, the five-year survival rate for all childhood cancers has climbed from less than 50 percent to 80 percent over the past several decades, but the effects of a successful treatment can linger long after the disease has been treated and can turn the lives of the entire family upside down; and

WHEREAS, the causes of pediatric cancer are still largely unknown, and though researchers around the world continue to pioneer new therapies and explore the root causes of the disease, cancer continues to scar families and communities in ways that may never fully heal; and

WHEREAS, families, caregivers, charities, and research groups across the United States observe September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month to spotlight pediatric cancer and survivor programs and raise awareness and necessary funds for research and family support;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives recognizes September 2013 as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month to remember the young lives taken too soon, stand with the families facing childhood cancer today, and rededicate ourselves to combating this terrible illness.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Tom McKee for hand delivery to a representative of the American Childhood Cancer Organization.
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