UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF 01/11/13
13 REG. SESS.
13 RS BR 492


A RESOLUTION honoring the University of Louisville Football Cardinals, 2013 Allstate Sugar Bowl Champions.

WHEREAS, On Wednesday, January 2, 2013, before a crowd of 54,178 in the Mercedes Benz Superdome in New Orleans, the University of Louisville Cardinals defeated the Gators of the University of Florida by a score of 33-23 to win the 2013 Allstate Sugar Bowl; and

WHEREAS, the bowl game win capped a remarkable season which saw the Cardinals compile a record of 11 wins against only 2 losses, the fifth 11-win season in school history, and earn a second consecutive Big East Conference title, the third Big East title in the school's eight years in the league; and

WHEREAS, the Sugar Bowl victory marked the second time that the University of Louisville had won a Bowl Championship Series (BCS) game in school history, makes U of L only the fifth school in BCS history to be undefeated in two or more BCS games, and sets the Cardinals apart as one of only four teams since 1990 to win the Orange, Sugar, and Fiesta Bowls; and

WHEREAS, the Cardinals' offense was spearheaded by sophomore quarterback Teddy Bridgewater, who earned Sugar Bowl Most Valuable player honors by completing 20 passes in 32 attempts for 266 yards and 2 touchdowns, and was also named Big East Conference Offensive Player of the Year, throwing for 3,718 yards and 27 touchdowns for the entire season; and

WHEREAS, the Cardinals' balanced offense attack also received significant contributions in the Sugar Bowl from running back Jeremy Wright, who ran for 84 yards and a touchdown, wide receivers Devante Parker and Damian Copeland, both of whom caught a touchdown pass, and receivers Eli Rodgers and Andrell Smith, both of whom caught 4 passes and amassed more than 50 receiving yards; and

WHEREAS, the Cardinal defense also turned in a stellar effort against the third ranked Gators, holding Florida to just 286 yards of total offense and 111 yards on the ground and forcing 3 turnovers; and

WHEREAS, the defense lit the fuse for what was to become a dominating victory when cornerback Terell Floyd intercepted a pass on the game's first play from scrimmage and returned it 38 yards for a touchdown, linebacker Preston Brown led the Cardinals with 13 tackles, and the defense held the Gators to just 10 points until the waning moments of the game; and. 

WHEREAS, this incredible season was orchestrated by head coach Charlie Strong, who has compiled a 25-14 record in three seasons, was named a finalist for the Liberty Mutual Coach of the Year Award, and was also named the Big East Coach of the Year for the second time in three years; and

WHEREAS, the Cardinals' victory was made sweeter by the incredible support of the approximately 30,000 red-clad Cardinal fans who made the 700 mile trek to the Big Easy to fill the Superdome and turn New Orleans into "Lou Orleans", support so overwhelming that Coach Strong presented the fans the game ball during the trophy presentation in appreciation of their tremendous showing; and

WHEREAS, the Sugar Bowl victory caps a tremendous run of positive news for Louisville athletics, including its announced entry into the Atlantic Coast Conference, that has Louisville fans eagerly anticipating the future success of its athletic program; and

WHEREAS, the diligence, dedication, and commitment to excellence exhibited by these outstanding young athletes and their coaches are a prime example of what is right about college athletics, and their efforts and achievements should be publicly lauded;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby congratulate the University of Louisville Football team, head coach Charlie Strong, the assistant coaches and staff, Athletic Director Tom Jurich, and University President James Ramsey, on an outstanding 2012 football season and a tremendous victory in the 2013 Allstate Sugar Bowl.

Section 2.   The members of this body wish the team and its coaches continued good fortune and success in all future endeavors.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate shall submit copies of this resolution to University President Dr. James Ramsey, Grawmeyer Hall, University of Louisville, Louisville KY 40292, and to Vice President/Director of Athletics Tom Jurich, Athletics Department, University of Louisville, Louisville KY 40292.
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