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A RESOLUTION honoring former All American and professional football player Sam Ball for his many charitable works and community involvement.

WHEREAS, Sam Ball grew up in Henderson, Kentucky, was a product of the Henderson County school system, where he was a superb multi-sport star, and earned All America honors as an offensive lineman at the University of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, for several years, Sam Ball was a standout offensive lineman for the Baltimore Colts, one of the dominant NFL teams of the 1960s, where he was one of the protectors for Johnny Unitas, one of the greatest quarterbacks to ever play the game; and

WHEREAS, Sam Ball finished his career as a Super Bowl champion as a member of the Baltimore Colts team that won Super Bowl V in 1971; and

WHEREAS, Sam Ball, who is as much a part of Henderson as the catfish in the Green River, returned to his hometown after his playing days were over; and

WHEREAS, since he came home to conduct sports camps, sell agricultural seed, hunt turkeys and further endear himself to friends and neighbors, Sam Ball has lived a life that showed that the big championship ring on his huge hand is much smaller than the heart in his chest; and

WHEREAS, Sam Ball has earned a special place in the hearts of his community by uplifting the people who turn to the Salvation Army during times of tragedy and great need; and

WHEREAS, in the six years since lending his name to a charitable golf tournament, the Sam Ball Scramble has raised more than $50,000 for the Salvation Army of Henderson, helping the local Salvation Army fulfill its missions of feeding and clothing the hungry, providing disaster relief, building Christian character, providing children with opportunities for personal and spiritual growth, and other social services; and

WHEREAS, Sam Ball's life and his tireless community service should serve as a model for athletes to never forget the communities they came from, and his good deeds in Henderson should be publicly recognized, even though the man himself is too humble to seek such attention;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this Honorable Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby applaud Sam Ball for his community service and involvement, and his dedication to the Salvation Army through his involvement in his annual fundraiser for that organization, and wish him good fortune in all future endeavors.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Dorsey Ridley for presentation to Sam Ball.
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