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A RESOLUTION honoring Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza upon being named the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Outstanding Airman of the Year.

WHEREAS, Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza was born on March 21, 1988, in Newburgh, New York, and moved to Louisville, Kentucky, soon afterwards. He graduated from Walden High School in 2006, and while in high school he served in the Kentucky Youth Assembly, the Kentucky United Nations Assembly, and the St. Martin of Tours Youth Group. Senior Airman Lafronza received the Sophomore Leadership Award, played varsity soccer, and was elected class president his junior year; and

WHEREAS, Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza attended the University of Louisville, where he studied business management. Senior Airman Lafronza enlisted in the United States Air Force Reserves on July 4, 2008, and graduated a year later from Technical School as an Aircraft Maintenance Apprentice on the KC-135R Stratotanker before reporting for duty at Grissom Air Force Base as a traditional reservist. In October 2010, he transferred to the 123rd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron within the Kentucky Air National Guard as an Aerospace Maintenance Journeyman on the C-130H aircraft; and

WHEREAS, in July 2012, Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza deployed to Ali Al Salem Air Base in Kuwait in support of Operation Enduring Freedom for 129 days. Senior Airman Lafronza was awarded the Quality Assurance Honor Roll Certificate for scoring 100% on every Quality Assurance inspection, setting the standard within the squadron. He was handpicked by maintenance leadership to serve as a Bravo Alert Crew Chief for numerous missions, and his efforts directly led to a 92% Mission Capable Rate and a 96% Mission Effectiveness Rate, both of which were all-time highs for Central Command Air Forces operations; and

WHEREAS, since returning home, Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza has been awarded the Crew Chief of the Year Award for the 123rd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron; and

WHEREAS, Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza further demonstrated his selfless service by volunteering and providing support with Hurricane Sandy Relief following the devastating disaster while he was on leave in New York City. Senior Airman Lafronza lives in Louisville, Kentucky, and works as a Commercial Sales Manager for AutoZone. During his personal time he is an active member of St. Louis Bertrand Catholic Church and a member of the Louisville Adult Hockey Players Association; and

WHEREAS, as part of his endorsement of Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza's nomination for the 2013 Outstanding Airman of the Year Award, Major General Edward Tonini, Kentucky Adjutant General, noted that Senior Airman Lafronza performs all assigned duties as C-130H Crew Chief in an exceptional manner, and his outstanding achievements and attention to detail in performing the mission, both at home and abroad, make him a valuable asset to the 123rd Maintenance Group and the entire 123rd Airlift Wing;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza upon being named the 2013 Kentucky Air National Guard Outstanding Airman of the Year.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Senior Airman Vincenzo Lafronza.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Major General Edward Tonini, the Adjutant General, 100 Minuteman Parkway, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-6168.
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