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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of our friend, Representative Paul H. Marcotte.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Representative Paul H. Marcotte, the gentleman from House District 60, and we pause in silent reverence for his immortal soul.

WHEREAS, Representative Paul H. Marcotte was born to the late Henry J. and Cecilia Selbach Marcotte, on January 26, 1928, in La Crosse, Wisconsin. He graduated from St. Johns University with a B.A. degree and served admirably in the United States Army where he attained the rank of Sergeant. During 1952, he travelled in Europe and wrote home to his father praising General Dwight D. Eisenhower; and

WHEREAS, Representative Paul H. Marcotte worked as a business executive and convenience store owner. During most of his 35-year career, he served as Vice President of the Ohio Valley Ameristop Food Mart. After his retirement, he began a new chapter in his life by running for the Kentucky House of Representatives in 1994; and

WHEREAS, Representative Paul H. Marcotte began his legislative service in the General Assembly in 1995, representing the people of Boone County in the 60th legislative district, and has been recognized throughout the state and nation for his leadership in the areas of transportation, small business issues, and the rights of property owners. A longtime activist in Republican politics, Representative Marcotte served as chair of the Boone County Republican Party from 1993 until 1994, and as chair of the Northern Kentucky Caucus from 1997 to 1998. During his tenure, he has served as vice chair of the State Government Committee, and as a member of the Transportation, Licensing and Occupations, and Capital Projects and Bond Oversight Committees; and

WHEREAS, Representative Paul H. Marcotte has successfully sponsored numerous legislative proposals which have enhanced the lives and economy of his district, including House Bill 168 in 1998, which authorized local communities with planning and zoning committees to review cellular phone tower locations, and for which he received the "Home Rule Award" from the Kentucky League of Cities. Receiving consistently high rankings from groups representing small business, industry, and agriculture, he received the statewide "Guardian of Small Business" award from the National Federation of Independent Business in 2000 in recognition of his 100 percent voting record on small business issues. Representative Marcotte has also been active in the American Legislative Exchange Council, serving as chair of that organization's National Trade and Transportation Task Force, and as a member of the Homeland Security Working Group, which seeks public policy solutions to achieve homeland defense objectives while minimizing potential threats to our civil liberties. He has also been active in a number of other civic and eleemosynary groups, and has been an avid supporter of improvements to General Butler State Park; and

WHEREAS, Representative Paul H. Marcotte will long be remembered for his contributions to the Big Bone Lick State Park. He secured funding for the visitor center at Big Bone Lick State Park, and secured an additional $2.5 million in funding in the hope that a museum would be built at Big Bone Lick State Park. According to Pat Lense, a past president of the Friends of Big Bone, Representative Paul H. Marcotte understood the historic and scientific impact of Big Bone Lick State Park. His true devotion to the project helped bring it to life; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his success as a member of the General Assembly, and as a representative of the Commonwealth on the national level, Paul Marcotte was a gentleman, well-respected by his colleagues, and known as a man of his word. A man of great faith, he was a Lector at St. Timothy's Church; and 

WHEREAS, Representative Paul H. Marcotte passed away on December 4, 2012, at his home in Union, Kentucky. He was preceded in death by one son, John Marcotte, and is survived by his wife, Kathleen of Union, Kentucky; his son, Paul H. Marcotte of Elmhurst, Illinois; his daughters, Lenore Bille of Rochester, Minnesota and Susan Zies of Perrysburg, Ohio; his brothers, Joseph E. Marcotte of Eagle Lake, Minnesota and Henry J. Marcotte, Jr. of Shullsburg, Wisconsin; and his sisters, Virginia Larkin, Mary T. Brindley, and Irene Newlin, all of La Crosse, Wisconsin; and

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body was grieved to hear of Representative Paul H. Marcotte's exodus from this earthly life on December 4, 2012, at the age of 84;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The  Senate expresses its deepest sympathy upon the passing of former Representative Paul H. Marcotte, and extends its sincere condolences to his family, friends, and community.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Representative Paul H. Marcotte.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Schickel for presentation to the family of former Representative Paul H. Marcotte.
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