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On page 1, between lines 2 and 3, by inserting the following:

"Section 1.   KRS 309.325 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 309.325 to 309.339, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1)
"Board" means the Kentucky Board of Licensed Diabetes Educators;

(2)
"Diabetes education" means a comprehensive collaborative process through which people with or at risk for diabetes gain the knowledge and skills needed to modify behavior and successfully self-manage the disease and its related conditions; 

(3)
"Licensed diabetes educator" means a health care professional who has met the requirements of KRS 309.335, 309.337, and 309.339 and who focuses on training or educating people with or at risk for diabetes and related conditions to change their behavior to achieve better clinical outcomes and improved health status. The nondiabetes educator health professional and the nonhealth-care professional who provide or support health care services to individuals with diabetes as defined by the American Association of Diabetes Educators, Competencies for Diabetes Educators, shall work under the direction of a qualified diabetes care provider;[ and]
(4)
"Practice of diabetes education" means assessing and developing a plan of care for a person with or at risk of diabetes, identifying self-management goals for the person, providing self-management training according to the plan, evaluating the individual's outcome and recording a complete record of the individual's experience and follow-ups;

(5)
"Apprentice diabetes educator" means a person who holds a permit issued by the board to practice diabetes education who meets the requirements of Section 2 of this Act and the corresponding administrative regulations promulgated by the board; and

(6)
"Master licensed diabetes educator" means a licensed diabetes educator who has successfully completed the credentialing program of the American Association of Diabetes Educators or the National Certification Board for Diabetes Educators as a certified diabetes educator or a board-certified advanced diabetes manager.
SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 309.325 TO 309.339 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An applicant for a permit as an apprentice diabetes educator shall:

(a)
File a written application on forms provided by the board in order to practice and earn the experience required for a type of license application;

(b)
Engage in the practice of diabetes education while receiving qualifying experience with a board-approved supervisor who shall assume responsibility for and supervise the apprentice diabetes educator’s practice;

(c)
Not practice diabetes education until a supervisor has been approved by the board;

(d)
Cease the practice of diabetes education immediately upon the supervisor’s inability or unwillingness to act as the supervisor; and

(e)
Upon gaining the required supervision hours and completing a board-approved diabetes educator course, apply for licensure as a licensed diabetes educator.

(2)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations to do the following, including but not limited to:

(a)
Establish the duties of the apprentice diabetes educator supervisor;

(b)
Establish fees; and

(c)
Establish additional requirements for an apprentice diabetes educator permit as the board determines are necessary.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS 309.325 TO 309.339 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An applicant for licensure as a master licensed diabetes educator shall:

(a)
File a written application on forms provided by the board; and

(b)
Provide proof of completion of the credentialing program of the American Association of Diabetes Educators or the National Certification Board for Diabetes Educators as a certified advanced diabetes manager or a certified diabetes educator.

(2)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations to do the following, including but not limited to:

(a)
Establish a fee for licensure; and

(b)
Establish additional requirements for a master licensed diabetes educator as the board determines are necessary.

Section 4.   KRS 309.327 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A[No] person shall use the title "master licensed diabetes educator," "licensed diabetes educator," or "apprentice diabetes educator" or hold himself or herself out as a "master licensed diabetes educator," "licensed diabetes educator," or "apprentice diabetes educator" or a title substantially similar, or engage in the practice of diabetes education, display a sign or in any other way advertise or present himself or herself as a person who practices diabetes education only if[unless] he or she holds a current, unsuspended and unrevoked license or permit issued by the board pursuant to KRS 309.325 to 309.339.

(2)
Nothing in KRS 309.325 to 309.339 shall apply to persons licensed, certified, or registered under any other provision of the Kentucky Revised Statutes, including but not limited to physicians, nurses, pharmacists, dietitians, and nutritionists or students in accredited training programs in those professions, and nothing in KRS 309.325 to 309.339 shall be construed to limit, interfere with, or restrict the practice, descriptions of services, or manner in which they hold themselves out to the public.

(3)
Nothing in KRS 309.325 to 309.339 shall be construed to alter, amend, or interfere with the practice of those who provide health care services, including but not limited to physicians, nurses, pharmacists, dietitians, and nutritionists.

(4)
Nothing in KRS 309.325 to 309.339 shall apply to activities and services of an accredited institution of higher education as part of a program of studies.

Section 5.   KRS 309.335 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
An applicant for licensure as a diabetes educator shall:

(a)
File a written application on forms provided by the board;

(b)
Provide evidence to the board showing successful completion of one (1) of the following:

1.
A board-approved course in diabetes education[The American Association of Diabetes Educators' "Core Concepts Course"] with demonstrable experience in the care of people with diabetes under supervision that meets requirements specified in administrative regulations promulgated by the board;
2.
The credentialing program of the American Association of Diabetes Educators or the National Certification Board for Diabetes Educators; or

3.
An equivalent credentialing program as determined by the board; and

(c)
Pay licensing amounts as promulgated by the board through administrative regulation, with the following restrictions:

1.
Initial licensing shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100);

2.
Annual renewal shall not exceed one hundred dollars ($100);

3.
Biennial renewal shall not exceed two hundred dollars ($200);[ and]
4.
Late renewal shall not exceed one hundred fifty dollars ($150); and

5.
The reinstatement fee shall not exceed two hundred twenty-five dollars ($225).

(2)
(a)
Licenses or permits shall be renewed annually or biennially if the board requires biennial license renewal by administrative regulation.

(b)
Licenses or permits not renewed within thirty (30) days after the renewal date shall pay a late penalty as promulgated by the board in administrative regulation.

(c)
Licenses or permits not renewed within ninety (90) days of the renewal date shall lapse and may only be reinstated with payment of a reinstatement fee[late renewal penalty] and initial licensing amount as promulgated by the board in administrative regulation.
(d)
An apprentice diabetes educator shall not carry a permit for more than five (5) years without becoming licensed.

(3)
Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2) of this section, prior to July 1, 2014[2012,] a person who the board finds to have successfully achieved a core body of knowledge and skills in the biological and social sciences, communication, counseling, and education, by training or instruction, as well as experience in the care of people with diabetes under supervision that meets the requirements specified in administrative regulations promulgated by the board, may be issued an initial license by the board upon payment of an initial licensing fee, completion of a written application on forms provided by the board, and submission of any other information requested by the board.
(4)
Until May 1, 2014, notwithstanding subsection (1) of this section, individuals who have practiced diabetes education for a minimum of one thousand (1,000) hours per year for the past three (3) years, but are not currently credentialed by the American Association of Diabetes Educators as a board-certified advanced diabetes manager or by the National Certification Board for Diabetes Educators as a certified diabetes educator, may apply to the board for licensure as a diabetes educator by submitting the initial licensure fee and proof of employment, in order to continue to practice diabetes education, as defined by KRS 309.325(2).

Section 6.    KRS 311.671 is amended to read as follows:

In order to protect the life, health, and safety of the public, any person practicing or offering to practice as an acupuncturist shall be licensed[certified] as provided in KRS 311.671 to 311.686. [After July 12, 2006, ]It shall be unlawful for any person not licensed[certified] under KRS 311.671 to 311.686 to practice acupuncture in this state, or to use any title, sign, card, or device to indicate that he or she is an acupuncturist. The provisions of KRS 311.671 to 311.686 are not intended to limit, preclude, or otherwise interfere with the practice of other health-care providers, working in any setting and certified or licensed by appropriate agencies or committees of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, whose practices and training may include elements of the same nature as the practice of a licensed[certified] acupuncturist.

Section 7.   KRS 311.672 is amended to read as follows:

In KRS 311.671 to 311.686, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

(1)
"Acupuncturist" means an individual licensed[certified] to practice acupuncture by the board;

(2)
"Board" means the State Board of Medical Licensure;

(3)
"Committee" means the Acupuncture Advisory Committee under the State Board of Medical Licensure;

(4)
"Licensure"["Certification"] means licensure[certification] by the board to practice acupuncture; and

(5)
"Practice of acupuncture" means the insertion of acupuncture needles, with or without accompanying electrical or thermal stimulation, at certain acupuncture points or meridians on the surface of the human body for purposes of changing the flow of energy in the body and may include acupressure, cupping, moxibustion, or dermal friction. The practice of acupuncture shall not include laser acupuncture, osteopathic manipulative treatment, chiropractic adjustments, physical therapy, or surgery.

Section 8.   KRS 311.673 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A relating to the licensure[certification] and regulation, including temporary licensure[certification], of acupuncturists. Regulation of acupuncture includes continuing education requirements and fee schedules.

(2)
The board shall establish an eight (8) member Acupuncture Advisory Committee that shall review and make recommendations to the board regarding matters relating to acupuncturists that come before the board, including but not limited to:

(a)
Applications for acupuncturist licensure[certification];

(b)
Licensure[Certification] renewal requirements;

(c)
Fees;

(d)
Applicable standards of practice for acupuncture practitioners;

(e)
Continuing education requirements;

(f)
Rotating appointment of committee members;

(g)
Disciplinary actions, at the request of a panel of the board; and

(h)
Promulgation and revision of administrative regulations.

(3)
Members of the Acupuncturist Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the board for four (4) year terms, on a rotating basis to provide for continuity, and shall consist of:

(a)
One (1) member of the board;

(b)
Two (2) physicians licensed by the board whose practices include the use of acupuncture;

(c)
One (1) member of the public who is not associated with or financially interested in the practice of acupuncture; and

(d)
Four (4) acupuncture practitioners licensed[certified] by the board.

(4)
The chairperson and secretary of the committee shall be elected by a majority vote of the committee members annually. The president shall be responsible for presiding over meetings that shall be held on a regular basis, but no less than two (2) times each calendar year. Additional meetings may be held each calendar year at the call of the chairperson or by the written request of at least three (3) committee members. The secretary shall keep a record of the minutes of the committee's meetings. Five (5) members of the committee shall constitute a quorum to conduct business.

(5)
Members shall receive reimbursement for expenditures relating to attendance at committee meetings consistent with state policies for reimbursement of travel expenses for state employees.

(6)
The board may remove any member on the member's request or for poor attendance at committee meetings, neglect of duties, or malfeasance in office.

Section 9.   KRS 311.674 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
To be licensed[certified] by the board as an acupuncturist, an applicant shall:

(a)
Submit an application approved by the board, with all sections completed, with the required fee;

(b)
Be of good character and reputation;

(c)
Have achieved a passing score on the acupuncture examination administered by the National Commission for Certification of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine; and

(d)
Have graduated from a course of training of at least one thousand eight hundred (1,800) hours, including three hundred (300) clinical hours, that is approved by the Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine.


[Prior to July 1, 2007, a person who is a Kentucky resident who does not meet the requirement of paragraph (d) of this subsection may be certified by the board if he or she meets all the requirements of paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection and passes the examination required under paragraph (c) of this subsection. On and after July 1, 2007, ]All provisions of this subsection, including graduation from an approved course of training as specified in paragraph (d) of this subsection, must be met by all applicants before initial licensure[certification] as an acupuncturist may be granted.

(2)
An acupuncturist who is legally authorized to practice acupuncture in another state and who is presently in good standing in that other state may be licensed[certified] by endorsement from the state of his or her credentialing if that state has standards substantially equivalent to those of this Commonwealth. [An applicant who submits his or her application for certification within the six (6) months immediately following July 12, 2006, shall be certified by the board as an acupuncturist if the applicant meets the requirements of subsection (1)(a) to (c) of this section and has been legally authorized to practice acupuncture in another state for at least two (2) years prior to submission of the application.]
(3)
The board may request any reasonable information from the applicant and from collateral sources that is necessary for the board to make an informed decision. The applicant will execute any necessary waiver or release so that the board may obtain necessary information from collateral sources. An application will be considered completed when the applicant has fully answered all sections of the approved application and the board has received all necessary additional information from the applicant and collateral sources.

(4)
An acupuncturist's license[certificate] shall be renewed every two (2) years upon fulfillment of the following requirements:

(a)
The applicant has submitted a renewal application approved by the board within the time specified, with all sections completed, with the required fee;

(b)
The applicant is of good character and reputation; and

(c)
The applicant has provided evidence of completion of the required continuing education during the previous period of licensure[certification], including evidence of completion of a continuing education course on the human immunodeficiency virus and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome in the previous ten (10) years that meets the requirements of KRS 214.610.

(5)
The board shall notify each applicant in writing of the action it takes on an application within one hundred twenty (120) days following the board's receipt of a completed application.

(6)
Notwithstanding any of the requirements for licensure[certification] established in this section, and after providing the applicant with reasonable notice of its intended action and after providing a reasonable opportunity to be heard, the board may deny licensure[certification] to an applicant without a prior evidentiary hearing upon a finding that the applicant has violated any provision of this section or is otherwise unfit to practice. If the board denies an application, it shall notify the applicant of the grounds on which the denial is based. Orders denying a license[certificate] may be appealed pursuant to KRS 311.593.

Section 10.   KRS 311.675 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Whenever, in the opinion of the executive director based upon verified information contained in the application, an applicant for a license[certificate] to practice as an acupuncturist is eligible under the applicable provisions of KRS 311.671 to 311.686, the executive director may issue to the applicant, on behalf of the board, a temporary license[certificate] which shall entitle the holder to practice as an acupuncturist for a maximum of six (6) months from the date of issuance unless the temporary license[certificate] is canceled by the executive director. The executive director may cancel the temporary license[certificate] at any time without a hearing, for reasons deemed sufficient with appropriate consultation with the board[president], and the executive director shall cancel the temporary license[certificate] immediately upon direction by the board or upon the board's denial of the application for a license[certificate]. The temporary license[certificate] shall not be renewable.

(2)
The executive director shall present to the board the application for licensure[certification] made by the holder of the temporary license[certificate]. If the board issues a regular license[certificate] to the holder of a temporary license[certificate], the fee paid in connection with the temporary license[certificate] shall be applied to the regular license[certificate] fee.

(3)
If the executive director cancels a temporary license[certificate], he or she shall promptly notify, by United States certified mail, the holder of the temporary license[certificate] at the last known address on file with the board. The temporary license[certificate] shall be terminated and of no further force or effect three (3) days after the date the notice was sent by certified mail.

Section 11.   KRS 311.676 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
An acupuncture practitioner shall use the designation "licensed[certified] acupuncturist" or "L.Ac."["C.Ac."] following his or her name in all advertisements, professional literature, and billings used in connection with his or her practice.

(2)
The license[certification] issued by the board shall be conspicuously displayed in the licensed[certified] acupuncture practitioner's place of business.

(3)
A person who is not licensed[certified] under KRS 311.671 to 311.686 shall not use any terms, words, abbreviations, letters, or insignia that indicate or imply that he or she is engaged in the practice of acupuncture.

(4)
Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor.

Section 12.   KRS 311.678 is amended to read as follows:

An acupuncturist shall obtain informed consent from each patient in a manner consistent with the acceptable and prevailing standards of practice within this Commonwealth and, at a minimum, the acupuncturist shall disclose to the patient the following written information prior to or during the patient's initial visit:

(1)
The acupuncturist's qualifications, including his or her education, license[certification] information, and the definition and scope of the practice of acupuncture in the Commonwealth; and

(2)
Possible outcomes of the treatment to be given, including any pain, bruising, infection, needle sickness, or other side effects that may occur.

Section 13.   KRS 311.680 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Every licensed[certified] acupuncturist shall develop a written plan for consultation, emergency transfer, and referral to appropriate health-care facilities or to other health-care practitioners operating within the scope of their authorized practices, which meets the requirements contained in administrative regulations promulgated by the board. The written plan shall be filed with the board and maintained at the acupuncturist's practice location and updated as appropriate to meet current regulatory requirements.

(2)
If, in the course of conducting an interview regarding the patient's medical history, the patient discloses that he or she suffers from one (1) of the potentially serious disorders or conditions listed in subsection (3) of this section, the acupuncturist shall verify that the patient is currently under the care of a physician and consult with the treating physician before providing acupuncture treatment. If the patient refuses to provide a medical history or disclose information regarding any of the conditions listed below, acupuncture treatment shall not be provided.

(3)
For purposes of this section, "potentially serious disorder or condition" means:

(a)
Hypertension and cardiac conditions;

(b)
Acute, severe abdominal pain;

(c)
Undiagnosed neurological changes;

(d)
Unexplained weight loss or gain in excess of fifteen percent (15%) of the patient's body weight in less than a three (3) month period;

(e)
Suspected fracture or dislocation;

(f)
Suspected systemic infections;

(g)
Serious hemorrhagic disorder;

(h)
Acute respiratory distress without a previous history;

(i)
Pregnancy;

(j)
Diabetes; or

(k)
Cancer.

Section 14.   KRS 311.681 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Any person licensed[certified] as an acupuncturist shall renew his or her license[certificate] every two (2) years. He or she shall pay to the board a renewal fee established by the board in administrative regulations. The fee shall be paid on or before June 1 of the year in which the license[certificate] expires. A license[certificate] that is not renewed within sixty (60) days after June 1 shall expire for failure to renew in a timely manner.

(2)
The board shall notify the licensed[certified] acupuncturist of the renewal date at the acupuncturist's last known address. The notice shall include an application and notice of renewal fees. The licensed[certified] acupuncturist's failure to receive the renewal notice shall not be considered an excuse to waive a late-payment fee.

(3)
A sixty (60) day grace period shall be allowed after June 1 of each year, during which the acupuncturist may continue to practice. The acupuncturist may renew his or her license[certification] upon payment of the renewal fee and a late-renewal fee as established by the board in administrative regulation.

(4)
Any license[certification] not renewed by the end of the grace period shall terminate, and the acupuncturist shall no longer be eligible to practice acupuncture in the Commonwealth. An individual with a terminated license[certification] may have his or her license[certification] reinstated upon payment of the renewal fee and a reinstatement fee as established by the board in administrative regulations. A person who applies for reinstatement shall not be required to take an examination as a condition of reinstatement if the person's reinstatement application is made within five (5) years of the date of termination.

(5)
A suspended license[certificate] shall expire and terminate if not renewed. Renewal of a suspended license[certificate] shall not entitle the licensed[certified] practitioner to practice until the suspension has ended or the right to practice has been restored by the board.

(6)
A revoked license[certificate] shall terminate and may not be renewed. If a revoked license[certificate] is reinstated, the licensed[certified] practitioner shall pay the renewal fee and the reinstatement fee under subsections (1) and (4) of this section.

(7)
If a person fails to reinstate his or her license[certificate] within five (5) years of its termination, the license[certificate] shall not be renewed, restored, reissued, or reinstated. The person shall obtain a new license[certificate] under the conditions established in in KRS 311.674.

Section 15.   KRS 311.682 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board shall, by administrative regulation, prescribe continuing education requirements not to exceed thirty (30) hours biennially, as a condition for renewal of a license[certificate]. All education programs that contribute to the advancement, extension, or enhancement of professional skills and knowledge related to the practice of acupuncture, whether conducted by a nonprofit or profit-making entity, are eligible for approval. The continuing professional education requirements must be in acupuncture or oriental medicine subjects, including but not limited to anatomy, biological sciences, adjunctive therapies, sanitation and sterilization, emergency protocols, and diseases.

(2)
The board shall have the authority to set a fee for each continuing education provider.

(3)
The licensed[certified] practitioner shall retain in his or her records the certificates of completion of continuing professional education requirements to prove compliance with this section.

(4)
All national and state acupuncture and oriental medicine organizations and acupuncture and oriental medicine schools are approved to provide continuing professional education in accordance with this section.

Section 16.   KRS 311.683 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person licensed[certified] under KRS 311.674 and 311.675 may apply for inactive status upon submitting an application and paying an inactive-status fee.

(2)
An inactive license[certificate] may be reactivated upon application to the board. If a license[certificate] has been inactive for more than five (5) consecutive years, the licensed[certified] practitioner shall apply for a new license[certificate] and shall meet all the requirements in existence for a license[certification] under KRS 311.674 and 311.675. That application for licensure[certification] shall require:

(a)
Evidence of the license[certificate] holder's payment of an inactive-status fee; and

(b)
Payment of the initial licensure[certification] fee.

Section 17.   KRS 311.684 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board may:

(a)
Revoke a license[certificate];

(b)
Suspend a license[certificate] for a period not to exceed five (5) years;

(c)
Deny an application for a license[certificate];

(d)
Decline to renew a license[certificate];

(e)
Indefinitely restrict or limit a license[certificate];

(f)
Issue a fine of up to two thousand dollars ($2,000) per violation and/or the costs of the proceedings;

(g)
Place a license[certificate] on probation for a period not to exceed five (5) years;

(h)
Reprimand the acupuncturist; or

(i)
Impose any combination of such sanctions, upon proof that the acupuncturist has:

1.
Knowingly made or presented or caused to be made or presented any false, fraudulent, or forged statement, writing, certificate, diploma, or other document relating to an application for licensure[certification];

2.
Practiced, aided, or abetted in the practice of fraud, forgery, deception, collusion, or conspiracy relating to an examination for licensure[certification];

3.
Entered a guilty or nolo contendere plea, or been convicted, by any court within or without the Commonwealth of Kentucky, of committing an act which is or would be a felony under the laws of the Commonwealth of Kentucky or of the United States;

4.
Entered a guilty or nolo contendere plea, or been convicted, by any court within or without the Commonwealth of Kentucky, of any misdemeanor offense which has dishonesty as a fundamental and necessary element, including but not limited to crimes involving theft, embezzlement, false swearing, perjury, fraud, or misrepresentation;

5.
Become addicted to, or is an abuser of, alcohol, drugs, or any illegal substance;

6.
Developed a physical or mental disability or other condition that presents a danger in continuing to practice acupuncture to patients, the public, or other health-care personnel;

7.
Knowingly made, caused to be made, or aided or abetted in the making of a false statement in any document executed in connection with the practice of acupuncture;

8.
Aided, assisted, or abetted the unlawful practice of medicine or acupuncture;

9.
Willfully violated a confidential communication;

10.
Performed the services of an acupuncturist in an unprofessional, incompetent, or grossly or chronically negligent manner;

11.
Been removed, suspended, expelled, or placed on probation by any health-care facility or professional society for unprofessional conduct, incompetence, negligence, or violation of any provision of this section;

12.
Violated any applicable provision of a statute or administrative regulation relating to acupuncture practice;

13.
Violated any term of a final order or agreed order issued by the board; or

14.
Failed to complete the required number of hours of approved continuing education.

(2)
All disciplinary proceedings against an acupuncturist shall be conducted in accordance with KRS 311.591, 311.592, 311.593,[ and] 311.599, and KRS Chapter 13B and related administrative regulations promulgated under KRS Chapter 311.

(3)
(a)
The board may issue a written admonishment to the licensed[certified] acupuncturist when, in the judgment of the board:

1.
An alleged violation is not of a serious nature; and

2.
The evidence presented to the board after the investigation, including an appropriate opportunity for the licensed[certified] acupuncturist to respond, provides a clear indication that the alleged violation did in fact occur.

(b)
A copy of the admonishment shall be placed in the permanent file of the licensed[certified] acupuncturist.

(c)
The licensed[certified] acupuncturist shall have the right to file a response to the admonishment within thirty (30) days of its receipt and to have the response placed in the permanent licensure[certification] file.

(d)
The licensed[certified] acupuncturist may alternatively, within thirty (30) days of the admonishment's receipt, file a request for a hearing with the board.

(e)
Upon receipt of a request for a hearing, the board shall set aside the written admonishment and set the matter for a hearing under the provisions of KRS Chapter 13B.

(4)
At any time during the investigative or hearing processes, the board may enter into an agreed order or accept an assurance of voluntary compliance with the licensed[certified] acupuncturist which effectively deals with the complaint.

(5)
The board may, upon the agreement of the aggrieved party, use mediation to handle disciplinary matters. The board may appoint any member or members of the board, any staff member, or any other person or combination thereof to serve in the mediation process.

(6)
The board may reconsider, modify, or reverse its disciplinary actions.

Section 18.   KRS 311.685 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The board, before suspending, revoking, imposing probationary or supervisory conditions upon a licensed[certified] acupuncturist, imposing an administrative fine, issuing a written reprimand, or any combination of these actions regarding any licensed[certified] acupuncturist under KRS 311.671 to 311.686, shall set the matter for a hearing under the provisions of KRS Chapter 13B.

(2)
After denying an application under KRS 311.671 to 311.686 or issuing a written admonishment, the board, at the request of the aggrieved party, shall grant a hearing under the provisions of KRS Chapter 13B.

(3)
Except for final orders denying an initial application or renewal for licensure[certification] or final orders issued pursuant to KRS 13B.125(3), all final orders of the board affecting an acupuncturist's license[certificate] shall become effective thirty (30) days after notice is given to the license[certificate] holder unless otherwise agreed; however, the board's panels may provide that a final order be effective immediately when, in the panel's opinion, based upon sufficient reasonable cause, the health, welfare, and safety of patients or the general public would be endangered by delay.

(4)
Any acupuncturist who is aggrieved by a final order of the board denying an initial or renewal application for licensure[certification] or rendering disciplinary action against a license[certificate] holder may seek judicial review of the order by filing a petition with the Circuit Court of the county in which the board's offices are located in accordance with KRS Chapter 13B. Decisions of the board's panels relating to petitions for reinstatement of revoked licenses[certificates] are not final orders for purposes of this statute, and are not subject to judicial review.

(5)
The court shall not award injunctive relief against the board without providing the board with the reasonable opportunity to be heard.

(6)
An acupuncturist whose license[certificate] has been revoked may, after five (5) years from the effective date of the revocation order, petition the board to reissue the license[certificate] to again practice acupuncture in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

(7)
The board shall not be required to issue a new license[certificate], and a decision of the board not to reissue a license[certificate] shall not be subject to judicial review. A license[certificate] shall not be reissued following a petition under subsection (6) of this section unless the former license[certificate] holder satisfies the board that he or she is presently of good moral character and qualified both physically and mentally to resume the practice of medicine without undue risk or danger to patients or the public.

(8)
In the event the board reissues a revoked license[certificate] under the circumstances as described in this section, the reissued license[certificate] shall be under probation for a period of not less than two (2) years nor more than five (5) years with conditions fixed by the board, including a condition that any violation of the remaining conditions of probation shall result in automatic revocation of the license[certificate].

Section 19.   KRS 311.686 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
At any time when an inquiry panel established under KRS 311.591 has probable cause to believe that an acupuncturist has violated the terms of an agreed order as defined in KRS 311.550(19), or violated the terms of a disciplinary order, or that an acupuncturist's practice constitutes a danger to the health, welfare, or safety of patients or the general public, the inquiry panel may issue an emergency order in accordance with KRS 13B.125 suspending, limiting, or restricting the acupuncturist's license[certificate].

(2)
For the purposes of a hearing conducted under KRS 311.592 on an emergency order issued under this section, the findings of fact in the emergency order shall constitute a rebuttable presumption of substantial evidence of a violation of law that constitutes immediate danger to the health, welfare, or safety of patients or the general public. For the purposes of this hearing only, hearsay shall be admissible and may serve as a basis of the board's findings.

(3)
An emergency order as described in subsection (1) of this section shall not be issued unless grounds exist for the issuance of a complaint. The inquiry panel shall issue a complaint prior to the date of the emergency hearing or the emergency order shall become void.

(4)
An emergency order suspending, limiting, or restricting a license[certificate] shall not be maintained after a final order as defined in KRS 311.550(20) is served on the charged acupuncturist pursuant to the proceeding on the complaint. An appeal of an emergency order shall not prejudice the board from proceeding with the complaint.

SECTION 20.   KRS CHAPTER 403A IS ESTABLISHED AND A NEW SECTION THEREOF IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in this chapter unless the context otherwise requires:
(1)
"Actual address" means a residential street address, school address, or work address of an individual, as specified on the application of an individual to be a program participant under this section;
(2)
"Applicant" means a person applying for certification in the address confidentiality program under this chapter, or a parent or guardian applying on behalf of a minor or incompetent person;

(3)
"Commission" means the Commission on Women or its designee;
(4)
"Criminal offense against a victim who is a minor" has the same meaning as in KRS 17.500;
(5)
"Dating relationship" means a relationship between individuals, each of whom is eighteen (18) years of age or older, who have or have had a relationship of a romantic or intimate nature, but does not include a casual acquaintanceship or ordinary fraternization in a business or social context. The existence of a dating relationship shall be determined based on consideration of the length and nature of the relationship and the frequency and type of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship;

(6)
"Domestic violence and abuse" means physical injury, serious physical injury, sexual abuse, assault, or the infliction of fear of imminent physical injury, serious physical injury, sexual abuse, or assault between family members as defined in KRS 403.720, members of an unmarried couple as defined in KRS 403.720, or persons who are or have been in a dating relationship;
(7)
"Program participant" means a person certified to receive the protection of a substitute address under this chapter;
(8)
"Sex crime" means:

(a)
An offense or an attempt to commit an offense defined in:

1.
KRS Chapter 510;

2.
KRS 530.020;

3.
KRS 530.064(1)(a);

4.
KRS 531.310; or

5.
KRS 531.320; or

(b)
Any criminal attempt to commit an offense specified in this subsection, regardless of the penalty for the attempt;

(9)
"Specified offense" means:

(a)
Domestic violence and abuse, as verified pursuant to Section 22 of this Act;

(b)
Stalking;

(c)
A sex crime;

(d)
A criminal offense against a victim who is a minor;

(e)
A similar federal offense; or

(f)
A similar offense from another state or territory;

(10)
"Stalking" means conduct prohibited under KRS 508.140 and 508.150; and

(11)
"Substitute address" means an address designated by the commission under the confidential address protection program that is used instead of an actual address by a program participant.

SECTION 21.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The commission shall create a confidential address protection program as outlined in this chapter. In implementing this program the commission may employ a director.

(2)
The commission shall establish a committee on address confidentiality to oversee the confidential address protection program established by this chapter. 

(3)
The confidential address protection program shall be open to victims of a specified offense who are residents of Kentucky. Victims of a specified offense may participate in the program without regard to whether the conduct has been reported to law enforcement or has been the subject of a civil or criminal action, or has been reported pursuant to Section 22 of this Act.

(4)
The commission shall require that each person directly responsible for the administration of the confidential address protection program submit his or her fingerprints to the commission. The commission shall exchange fingerprint data with the Kentucky State Police and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in order to conduct a criminal history background check of each employee within the program.

(5)
The commission may charge a fee to program participants to cover its reasonable expenses incurred in the operation of the address confidentiality program established under this chapter.
SECTION 22.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Upon the creation of the confidential address protection program, an applicant or a parent or guardian acting on behalf of a minor or a guardian acting on behalf of a person who is declared incompetent, may apply to the commission to have a substitute address designated by the commission serve as the address of the person or the address of the minor or the incompetent person.

(2)
The application form shall include all of the following:

(a)
The applicant's name;

(b)
Evidence that the applicant is a victim of a specified offense. This evidence may include any of the following or a sworn statement consistent with paragraph (c) of this subsection:

1.
A law enforcement, court, or other state or local government agency or federal agency records or files;

2.
Documentation from a rape crisis program or facility or a domestic violence program or facility, including but not limited to a battered women's shelter or safe house;

3.
Documentation from a religious, medical, or other professional from whom the applicant has sought assistance in dealing with the specified offense;

(c)
A sworn statement by the applicant that the applicant has good reason to believe that:
1.
The applicant or the minor or the incompetent person on whose behalf the application is made is a victim of a specified offense; and
2.
The applicant fears for the safety of the applicant or the applicant's child or children, or the safety of the minor or the incompetent person on whose behalf the application is made, or that person's child or children;

(d)
A statement by the applicant that the applicant or the minor or incompetent person has confidentially relocated in the past ninety (90) days or will confidentially relocate in the state;

(e)
A designation of the commission as agent for purposes of service of process and for the purpose of receipt of mail;

(f)
The mailing address where the applicant can be contacted by the commission, and the phone number or numbers where the applicant can be called by the commission;

(g)
The actual address or addresses that the applicant requests not be disclosed for the reason that disclosure will increase the risk of violence; and

(h)
The signature of the applicant and of a representative of any office designated as a referring agency under Section 26 of this Act who assisted in the preparation of the application, and the date on which the applicant signed the application.

(3)
Applications shall be filed with the commission.

(4)
Upon the receipt of a properly completed application, the commission may certify the applicant as a program participant if the applicant is not required to register as a sex offender or is not otherwise prohibited from participating in the program.

(5)
Applicants shall be certified for four (4) years following the date of filing unless the certification is withdrawn or invalidated before that date. The commission shall promulgate an administrative regulation to establish a renewal procedure.

(6)
The actual addresses of individuals applying for participation in the crime victim address confidentiality program and the actual addresses of those certified as program participants shall be exempt from open records requests.

(7)
A program participant shall notify the commission of a change of address within seven (7) days of the change of address.

(8)
A program participant shall notify the commission within thirty (30) days after the participant has obtained a legal name change by providing the commission a certified copy of any judgment or order evidencing the change or any other documentation the commission deems to be sufficient evidence of the name change.

SECTION 23.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The commission may cancel the certification of a program participant if within fourteen (14) days:

(a)
From the date that the program participant changes his or her name, the program participant fails to notify the commission that he or she has obtained a name change; however, the program participant may reapply under his or her new name;

(b)
From the date of changing his or her actual address, the program participant fails to notify the commission of the change of actual address; or

(c)
From the date the commission first receives returned mail, mail forwarded by the commission to the actual address of the program participant is returned as undeliverable.
(2)
The commission may cancel certification of a program participant who applies using false information.

(3)
The commission shall send notice of termination to the program participant. The notice of termination shall set out the reasons for termination. The program participant has the right to appeal the decision within thirty (30) days under procedures established by the commission by administrative regulation.

(4)
The commission shall cancel certification of a program participant who is required to register as a sex offender.

(5)
A program participant may withdraw from the program by providing the commission notice of his or her intention to withdraw. The commission shall establish a secure procedure by which to ensure that the program participant's request for withdrawal is legitimate.

SECTION 24.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A program participant may request that state and local agencies use the substitute address designated as the address of the participant. When creating a new public record, state and local agencies shall accept the substitute address designated by the commission as a substitute address for the program participant, unless the commission has determined that:

(a)
The agency has a bona fide statutory or administrative requirement for the use of the actual address which would otherwise be confidential under this section;

(b)
This actual address will be used only for those statutory and administrative purposes;

(c)
The agency has identified the specific program participant's record for which the waiver is requested;

(d)
The agency has identified the individuals who will have access to the records; and

(e)
The agency has explained how its acceptance of the substitute address will inhibit the agency from meeting its obligations under law and why the agency cannot meet its administrative obligation by a change in the agency's internal procedures.

(2)
During the review, evaluation, and appeal of an agency's request, the agency shall continue to use the program participant's substitute address.

(3)
The commission's decision to grant or withhold a requested waiver may include but not be limited to an evaluation of the information under subsection (1) of this section.

(4)
If the commission determines that the agency has a bona fide statutory and administrative need for the actual address and that the information shall be used for only that purpose, the commission may issue the actual address to the agency. Prior to granting the agency's request for the program participant's actual address, the commission shall notify the program participant of the waiver, including the name of the requesting agency and the reasons for the waiver. If granted a waiver by the commission, the agency shall maintain the confidentiality of the program participant's actual address by:

(a)
Redacting the actual address when the record is released to any person through an open records request; and

(b)
Guarding any physical or electronic files that contain the program participant's actual address to a degree established by the commission through administrative regulation.

(5)
Denial of the agency's waiver request shall be made in writing and include the reasons for denial by the commission.

(6)
Acceptance or denial of the agency's waiver request constitutes the final agency action. The aggrieved party may appeal through the appeal procedures established by the commission by administrative regulation. 

(7)
The commission shall provide each program participant with a means of proving actual physical residency in a geographic area that shall be accepted as proof of residency by state and local agencies in situations where proof of residency is a legitimate statutory or regulatory requirement.

(8)
A program participant may use the substitute address designated by the commission as a work address.

(9)
The substitute address provided by the commission shall not be used on documents recorded in the real property records of the county clerk, including deeds, liens, and mortgages.

(10)
The commission shall forward all first class mail to the appropriate program participants. The commission may arrange to receive and forward other classes or kinds of mail at the participant's expense. The commission shall not be required to track or otherwise maintain records of any mail received on behalf of a participant unless the mail is certified or registered mail.

(11)
The commission shall keep a record of all waivers and all documentation relating to requests for waivers.

(12)
Any agency receiving a waiver shall not make the program participant's address available for inspection or copying, unless directed by a court order signed by a judge or justice of the Court of Justice having jurisdiction in Kentucky.

(13)
Any agency shall ensure the confidentiality of the actual addresses of program participants when the record is released to any person through an open records request.

SECTION 25.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The commission shall not make any records in a file of a program participant available for inspection or copying, other than the substitute address designated by the commission, except under the following circumstances:

(1)
If directed by a court order signed by a judge or justice of the Court of Justice having jurisdiction in Kentucky;

(2)
To verify the participation of a specific program participant, in which case the commission may only confirm information supplied by the requester;

(3)
Upon written request by the head of a federal, state, or local law enforcement agency. Requests shall include the reason the information is needed by the law enforcement agency;

(4)
Upon written request by the head of a federal, state or local prosecutor's office; or

(5)
Upon written request by the director of pupil personnel of a Kentucky school district.

SECTION 26.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The commission shall establish a list of state and local agencies and nonprofit agencies that provide counseling and shelter services to victims of a specified offense to assist persons applying to be program participants. Any assistance and counseling rendered by the commission to applicants shall in no way be construed as legal advice.

SECTION 27.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A program participant who is otherwise qualified to vote may register to vote and apply for and submit a mail-in absentee ballot under this section.

(2)
Using the authority granted under subsection (1) of Section 31 of this Act, the State Board of Elections shall design a system allowing a county clerk to shield from public view all voting records of a program participant, including the name or actual address of a program participant as might otherwise appear and allowing a program participant to vote by mail-in absentee ballot. This authority may be used to modify statutory or regulatory requirement that would lead to disclosure of the program participant's name and actual address, but shall not include authority to waive or modify any other requirements relative to the program participant's qualifications to vote, including age and geographic residency.

(3)
The program participant may receive mail-in absentee ballots for all elections in the jurisdiction for which that individual resides in the same manner as a person requesting an absentee ballot under KRS 117.085(1)(a). The county clerk shall transmit a mail-in absentee ballot to the program participant at the substitute address designated by the participant in his or her application.

(4)
Neither the name nor the actual address of a program participant shall be included in any list of registered voters available to the public, including any list inspected under KRS 116.095.

SECTION 28.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Participation in the program established in this chapter does not affect custody or visitation orders in effect prior to or established during program participation.

(2)
Program participation does not constitute evidence of domestic violence, a sexual offense, or stalking and shall not be considered for purposes of making an order allocating parental responsibilities or parenting time; except that a court may consider practical measures to keep a program participant's actual address confidential when making an order allocating parental responsibilities or parenting time.

SECTION 29.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

No actionable duty nor any right of action shall accrue against the state, the commission, an individual or entity operating in his or her professional capacity on behalf of the confidential address protection program established in this chapter, a municipality or agency of the state or municipality, or an employee of the state or municipality in the event of negligent disclosure of a program participant's actual address.

SECTION 30.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

No person shall be compelled to disclose a program participant's actual address during the discovery phase of or during a proceeding before a court of competent jurisdiction of the Commonwealth or administrative tribunal unless the court or administrative tribunal finds, based upon a preponderance of the evidence, that the disclosure is required in the interests of justice. A court or administrative tribunal may seal the portion of any record that contains a program participant's actual address. Nothing in this section shall prevent a state or local government agency, in its discretion, from using a program participant's actual address in any document or record filed with a court or administrative tribunal if, at the time of filing, the document or record is not a public record.

SECTION 31.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 403A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The State Board of Elections may promulgate administrative regulations to implement Section 27 of this Act.

(2)
The commission may promulgate administrative regulations to implement this chapter, except for Section 27 of this Act.

Section 32.   KRS 117.085 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All requests for an application for an absentee ballot may be transmitted by telephone, facsimile machine, by mail, by electronic mail, or in person. Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, all applications for an absentee ballot shall be transmitted only by mail to the voter or in person at the option of the voter, except that the county clerk shall hand an application for an absentee ballot to a voter permitted to vote by absentee ballot who appears in person to request the application, or shall mail the application to a voter permitted to vote by absentee ballot who requests the application by telephone, facsimile machine, or mail. The absentee ballot application may be requested by the voter or the spouse, parents, or children of the voter, but shall be restricted to the use of the voter. Except for qualified voters who apply pursuant to the requirements of KRS 117.075 and 117.077, those who are incarcerated in jail but have yet to be convicted, military personnel confined to a military base on election day, and persons who qualify under paragraph (a)7. of this subsection, absentee ballots shall not be mailed to a voter's residential address located in the county in which the voter is registered. In the case of ballots returned by mail, the county clerk shall provide an absentee ballot, two (2) official envelopes for returning the ballot, and instructions for voting to a voter who presents a completed application for an absentee ballot as provided in this section and who is properly registered as stated in his or her application.

(a)
The following voters may apply to cast their votes by mail-in absentee ballot if the application is received not later than the close of business hours seven (7) days before the election:

1.
Voters permitted to vote by absentee ballot pursuant to KRS 117.075;

2.
Voters who are residents of Kentucky who are members of the Armed Forces, dependents of members of the Armed Forces, and citizens residing overseas;

3.
Voters who are students who temporarily reside outside the county of their residence;

4.
Voters who are incarcerated in jail who have been charged with a crime but have not been convicted of the crime;

5.
Voters who change their place of residence to a different state while the registration books are closed in the new state of residence before an election of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, who shall be permitted to cast an absentee ballot for electors for President and Vice President of the United States only;

6.
Voters who temporarily reside outside the state but who are still eligible to vote in this state;[ and]
7.
Voters who are prevented from voting in person at the polls on election day and from casting an absentee ballot in person in the county clerk's office on all days absentee voting is conducted prior to election day because their employment location requires them to be absent from the county all hours and all days absentee voting is conducted in the county clerk's office; and

8.
Program participants in the confidential address protection program pursuant to Section 27 of this Act.

(b)
Residents of Kentucky who are members of the Armed Forces, dependents of members of the Armed Forces, and overseas citizens, may apply for an absentee ballot by means of the federal post-card application, which may be transmitted to the county clerk's office by mail or by facsimile machine. The application may be used to register, reregister, and to apply for an absentee ballot. If the federal post-card application is received at any time not less than seven (7) days before the election, the county clerk shall affix his or her seal to the application form upon receipt.

(c)
Absentee voting shall be conducted in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections during normal business hours for at least the twelve (12) working days before the election. A county board of elections may permit absentee voting to be conducted on a voting machine for a period longer than the twelve (12) working days before the election.

(d)
Any qualified voter in the county who is not permitted to vote by absentee ballot under paragraph (a) of this subsection who will be absent from the county on any election day may, at any time during normal business hours on those days absentee voting is conducted in the county clerk's office, make application in person to the county clerk to vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections.

(e)
The following voters may, at any time during normal business hours on those days absentee voting is conducted in the county clerk's office, make application in person to the county clerk to vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections:

1.
Voters who are residents of Kentucky who are members of the Armed Forces, dependents of members of the Armed Forces, and citizens residing overseas, who will be absent from the county on any election day;

2.
Voters who are students who temporarily reside outside the county of their residence;

3.
Voters who have surgery scheduled that will require hospitalization on election day, and the spouse of the voter;

4.
Voters who temporarily reside outside the state but who are still eligible to vote in this state and who will be absent from the county on any election day;

5.
Voters who are residents of Kentucky who are members of the Armed Forces confined to a military base on election day and who learn of that confinement within seven (7) days or less of an election and are not eligible for a paper absentee ballot under this subsection; and

6.
A voter who is a pregnant woman in her last trimester of pregnancy at the time she wishes to vote under this paragraph. The application form for a voter under this subparagraph shall be prescribed by the State Board of Elections, which shall contain the woman's sworn statement that she is in fact in her last trimester of pregnancy at the time she wishes to vote.

(f)
Voters who change their place of residence to a different state while the registration books are closed in the new state of residence before a presidential election shall be permitted to cast an absentee ballot for President and Vice President only, by making application in person to the county clerk to vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections.

(g)
Any member of the county board of elections, any precinct election officer appointed to serve in a precinct other than that in which he or she is registered, any alternate precinct election officer, any deputy county clerk, any staff for the State Board of Elections, and any staff for the county board of elections may vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections, up to the close of normal business hours on the day before the election. The application form for those persons shall be prescribed by the State Board of Elections and, in the case of application by precinct election officers, shall contain a verification of appointment signed by a member of the county board of elections. If an alternate precinct election officer or a precinct election officer appointed to serve in a precinct other than that in which he or she is registered receives his or her appointment while absentee voting is being conducted in the county, such officer may vote on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections, up to the close of normal business hours on the day before the election. In case of such voters, the verification of appointment shall also contain the date of appointment. The applications shall be restricted to the use of the voter only.

(h)
The members of the county board of elections or their designees who provide equal representation of both political parties may serve as precinct election officers, without compensation, for all absentee voting performed on a voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections. If the members of the county board of elections or their designees serve as precinct election officers for the absentee voting, they shall perform the same duties and exercise the same authority as precinct election officers who serve on the day of an election. If the members of the county board of elections or their designees do not serve as precinct election officers for the absentee voting, the county clerk or deputy county clerks shall supervise the absentee voting.

(i)
Any individual qualified to appoint challengers for the day of an election may also appoint challengers to observe all absentee voting performed at the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections, and approved by the State Board of Elections, and those challengers may exercise the same privileges as challengers appointed for observing voting on the day of an election at a regular polling place.

(2)
The clerk shall type the name of the voter permitted to vote by absentee ballot on the application form for that person's use and no other. The absentee ballot application form shall be in the form prescribed by the State Board of Elections, shall bear the seal of the county clerk, and shall contain the following information: name, residential address, precinct, party affiliation, statement of the reason the person cannot vote in person on election day, statement of where the voter shall be on election day, statement of compliance with residency requirements for voting in the precinct, and the voter's mailing address for an absentee ballot. The form shall be verified and signed by the voter. A notice of the actual penalty provisions in KRS 117.995(2) and (5) shall be printed on the application.

(3)
If the county clerk finds that the voter is properly registered as stated in his or her application and qualifies to receive an absentee ballot by mail, he or she shall mail to the voter an absentee ballot, two (2) official envelopes for returning the ballot, and instructions for voting. The county clerk shall complete a postal form for a certificate of mailing for ballots mailed within the fifty (50) states, and it shall be stamped by the postal service when the ballots are mailed. An absentee ballot may be transmitted by facsimile machine to a resident of Kentucky who is a member of the Armed Forces, a dependent of a member of the Armed Forces, or a citizen residing overseas.

(4)
Absentee ballots which are requested prior to the printing of the ballots shall be mailed by the county clerk to the voter within three (3) days of the receipt of the printed ballots; and absentee ballots which are requested subsequent to the receipt of the ballots by the county clerk shall be mailed to the voter within three (3) days of the receipt of the request.

(5)
The clerk shall cause ballots to be printed fifty (50) days prior to each primary or general election.

(6)
The outer envelope shall bear the words "Absentee Ballot" and the address and official title of the county clerk and shall provide space for the voter's signature, voting address, precinct number, and signatures of two (2) witnesses if the voter signs the form with the use of a mark instead of the voter's signature. A detachable flap on the inner envelope shall provide space for the voter's signature, voting address, precinct number, signatures of two (2) witnesses if the voter signs the form with the use of a mark instead of the voter's signature and notice of penalty provided in KRS 117.995(5). The clerk shall type the voter's address and precinct number in the upper left hand corner of the outer envelope and of the detachable flap on the inner envelope immediately below the blank space for the voter's signature. The inner envelope shall be blank. The clerk shall retain the application and the postal form required by subsection (3) of this section for twenty-two (22) months after the election.

(7)
Any person who has received an absentee ballot by mail but who knows at least seven (7) days before the date of the election that he or she will be in the county on election day and who has not voted pursuant to the provisions of KRS 117.086 shall cancel his or her absentee ballot and vote in person. The voter shall return the absentee ballot to the county clerk's office no later than seven (7) days prior to the date of the election. Upon the return of the absentee ballot, the clerk shall mark on the outer envelope of the sealed ballot or the unmarked ballot the words "Canceled because voter appeared to vote in person." Sealed envelopes so marked shall not be opened. The clerk shall remove the voter's name from the list of persons who were sent absentee ballots, and the voter may vote in the precinct in which he or she is properly registered.

(8)
Any voter qualified for a mail-in absentee ballot who does not receive a requested mail-in ballot within a reasonable amount of time shall contact the county clerk, who shall reissue a second ballot. The county clerk shall keep a record of the absentee ballots issued and returned by mail, and the absentee voting that is performed on the voting machine in the county clerk's office or other place designated by the county board of elections and approved by the State Board of Elections, to verify that only the first voted ballot to be returned by the voter is counted. Upon the return of any ballot after the first ballot is returned, the clerk shall mark on the outer envelope of the sealed ballot the words "Canceled because ballot reissued."

(9)
Any member of the military who has received an absentee ballot by mail but who knows that he or she will be in the county on election day and who has not voted pursuant to the provisions of KRS 117.086 shall cancel his or her absentee ballot and vote in person. The voter shall return the absentee ballot to the county clerk's office on or before election day. Upon the return of the absentee ballot, the clerk shall mark on the outer envelope of the sealed ballot or the unmarked ballot the words "Canceled because voter appeared to vote in person." Sealed envelopes so marked shall not be opened. The clerk shall remove the voter's name from the list of persons who were sent absentee ballots, provide the voter with written authorization to vote at the precinct, and the voter may vote in the precinct in which he or she is properly registered.

Section 33.   KRS 209A.030 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The secretary may promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A to effect the purposes of this chapter. The secretary may offer or cause to be offered protective services for safeguarding the welfare of an adult who has experienced abuse or neglect inflicted or caused by a spouse. While the cabinet shall continue to have primary responsibility for investigation and the provision of protective services under this chapter, nothing in this chapter shall restrict the powers of another authorized agency to act under its statutory authority.

(2)
Any person, including but not limited to physician, law enforcement officer, nurse, social worker, cabinet personnel, coroner, medical examiner, mental health professional, alternate care facility employee, or caretaker, having reasonable cause to suspect that an adult has suffered abuse or neglect, shall report or cause reports to be made in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. Death of the adult does not relieve one of the responsibility for reporting the circumstances surrounding the death.

(3)
An oral or written report shall be made immediately to the cabinet upon knowledge of suspected abuse or neglect of an adult.

(4)
Any person making such a report shall provide the following information, if known:

(a)
The name and address of the adult;

(b)
The age of the adult;

(c)
The nature and extent of the abuse or neglect, including any evidence of previous abuse or neglect;

(d)
The identity of the perpetrator, if known;

(e)
The identity of the complainant, if possible; and

(f)
Any other information that the person believes might be helpful in establishing the cause of abuse or neglect.

(5)
Upon receipt of the report, the cabinet shall take the following action:

(a)
Notify the appropriate law enforcement agency, if indicated;

(b)
Initiate an investigation of the complaint; and

(c)
Make a written report of the initial findings together with a recommendation for further action, if indicated.

(6)
Any representative of the cabinet may enter any health facility or health service licensed by the cabinet at any reasonable time to carry out the cabinet's responsibilities under this chapter.

(7)
Any representative of the cabinet actively involved in the conduct of an abuse or neglect investigation under subsection (5) of this section shall also be allowed access to the mental and physical health records of the adult which are in the possession of any individual, hospital, or other facility if necessary to complete the investigation mandated by this section.

(8)
Any representative of the cabinet may with consent of the adult enter any private premises where any adult alleged to be abused or neglected is found in order to investigate the need for protective services for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this chapter.

(9)
If a determination has been made that protective services are necessary when indicated by the investigation, the cabinet shall provide such services within budgetary limitations, except in such cases where an adult chooses to refuse such services.

(10)
In the event the adult elects to accept the protective services to be provided by the cabinet, no other person shall interfere with the cabinet when rendering such services.

(11)
Anyone knowingly or wantonly violating the provisions of subsection (2) of this section shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor and penalized in accordance with KRS 532.090. Each violation shall constitute a separate offense.

(12)
Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, an individual operating in his or her professional capacity on behalf of the confidential address protection program established in KRS Chapter 403A shall not be required to make any report required by this section.

SECTION 34.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 156 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

A school district may require that a program participant agree to provide his or her children with transportation to school as a consequence of his or her participation in the address confidentiality program.";

Renumber subsequent sections accordingly; and

On page 3, after line 11, by inserting the following:

"Section 36.   Section 4 of this Act takes effect July 1, 2014.".
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