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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor and loving memory of Grady Edward Clay, Jr.

WHEREAS, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. was a writer, gardener, and "one of the nation's leading urban-design thinkers"; and

WHEREAS, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. grew up in Atlanta, Georgia and attended Emory University and Columbia University's School of Journalism. Upon graduation, he hitchhiked to Louisville, Kentucky in 1939 for a job interview with the Louisville Times; and

WHEREAS, during the early days of World War II, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. joined the United States Army at Fort Knox in 1942 and soon became the distribution officer of the European Edition of Yank Magazine. He received the Purple Heart at Anzio. At the end of his service, Grady Edward Clay, Jr., was promoted to Captain and placed in charge of the Alaska Edition; and

WHEREAS, upon his return, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. served as the real estate editor and the urban affairs editor at the Courier-Journal until 1966. During his service with the Courier-Journal, he was honored by a Neiman Fellowship at Harvard University in 1948-49, studying mostly with historians and landscape architects. He became the editor of Landscape Architecture Magazine and continued as an author into his nineties. His sonorous, Georgia-accented voice was known widely from his weekly radio commentary "Crossing the American Grain" heard on National Public Radio; and

WHEREAS, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. authored five books, a stack of articles 30 inches high, and innumerable pieces in the Louisville Times, Courier-Journal, and Landscape Architecture Magazine. His journals and other papers dating back to 1939 are archived in the Loeb Library at Harvard University; and

WHEREAS, with his combination of vast knowledge and polite persuasion, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. was elected the president of the National Association of Real Estate Editors and later the National Association of Planning Officials. The American Society of Landscape Architects awarded him the Olmsted Medal in 1999 and the Bradford Williams Medal, for writing, in 2006. Grady Edward Clay, Jr. received numerous awards and citations in Louisville, Kentucky, and each year the Center for Neighborhoods gives the Grady Clay award in his honor; and

WHEREAS, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. touched the lives of many Americans by chairing the selection committee for the design of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the Kent State Memorial selection committee and was a design juror for the Patriots Peace Memorial on River Road in Louisville, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. was the loving husband of Judith McCandless, with whom he celebrated 36 years of marriage; he was the caring father of Grady E. Clay III, Ted and Colleen Horner, and Peter and Susan Endicott; he was the dear brother of Eleanor Calhoun; and he was the beloved grandfather of David Horner Clay, Paul Hilliard Clay, Carrie Ann Clay, and John Thomas Clay; and

WHEREAS, after 96 years of life, Grady Edward Clay, Jr. departed this earthly realm on March 17, 2013, and left behind a host of family and friends who mourn his loss;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its most profound sense of sorrow and proffers its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Grady Edward Clay, Jr.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Grady Edward Clay, Jr., whose dedication and commitment to the community will be sorely missed.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the office of Representative Jim Wayne for delivery to the family of Grady Edward Clay, Jr.
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