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A RESOLUTION recognizing and honoring Brandenburg Police Officer Todd Matti, first responders from the Meade County Fire Protection District, and other first responders on their quick and professional actions that saved the life of Meade County High School student Wyatt Bean.

WHEREAS, on August 29, 2012, Meade County E911 received a call regarding a student that had fallen and hit his head at the track at Meade County High School and needed emergency medical services; and

WHEREAS, Brandenburg Police Officer Todd Matti heard the dispatcher's call for EMS assistance and knew that the response would come from the Paynesville EMS station because the closer Brandenburg EMS was already responding to another call; and

WHEREAS, Officer Todd Matti immediately responded to the call and found Wyatt Bean lying on his back, with a blank stare and his skin coloring going gray. Wyatt had been  practicing with the cross-country team when he suddenly collapsed; and

WHEREAS, Officer Matti could not find a pulse or any evidence that Wyatt was breathing, and he immediately began administering cardio pulmonary resuscitation. Within moments, the school trainer showed up with the automated external defibrillation unit and began connecting it. Students who were there that day, including Wyatt's good friend, Will Strickland, did what they could to assist Wyatt and the first responders; and

WHEREAS, within another minute, Meade County Fire Protection District Chief Larry Naser arrived and began assisting Officer Matti with administering CPR, along with other fire department first responders. The men called for the helicopter to come to the high school while firefighter Austin Hulsey intubated Wyatt and attached a bag-mask, Chief Naser hooked a monitor to the AED pads on Wyatt's chest, and they shocked him in an attempt to get his heart beating again; and

WHEREAS, Wyatt Bean was in ventricular fibrillation and required a second attempt at getting his heart beating through the use of the AED, after which the first responders detected a pulse. With a heartbeat, pulse, and blood pressure present, firefighter emergency responders Sergeant Charlie Naser, Matt Hulsey, Captain Chris Hulsey, Deputy Chief Steve Slinger, and Engineer Todd Tolhurst got Wyatt on a backboard and prepared him to be transported onto the helicopter; and

WHEREAS, while Officer Todd Matti and the firefighter emergency responders were working on Wyatt, school officials were notifying Wyatt's parents, Sherri and Justin Bean, both of whom work on post at Fort Knox, of the incident and that Wyatt was being transported by helicopter to the University of Louisville Hospital. Sherri and Justin Bean immediately followed while trying to obtain more information about their son's condition. Thankfully, their friend Kim Ennis was able to reassure them that by the time Wyatt was in the helicopter, he was beginning to move his eyes and arms and was able to respond to verbal commands; and

WHEREAS, Wyatt Bean's treatment at the University of Louisville Hospital included 36 hours of hypothermic coma, which was intended to help stop or reduce brain damage. Two days after the initial accident, Wyatt awoke from the coma and immediately was able to respond visually and physically to commands. By the next day, Wyatt was up and walking around and he was able to return to school within two weeks. The doctors did insert a defibrillator after finding no medical reason for Wyatt's heart stopping and in order to protect against future problems; and

WHEREAS, Wyatt and his parents were able to thank Officer Todd Matti for his quick response while Wyatt was still in the hospital, when Officer Matti came to visit him. In describing the events, Officer Matti indicated, "This is the first time in my career that something has happened like this. I'm all about kids, if anybody knows me, that's why I went to that call"; and

WHEREAS, Wyatt and his parents know that he owes his life to the quick response of Officer Todd Matti and the other firefighter emergency responders because every moment counts when a person's heart stops beating and the blood stops pumping. Chief Naser pointed out that national statistics indicate a survival rate of just five to seven percent for people who go into cardiac arrest outside of a hospital. Due to the fact that Officer Matti responded within one minute of the emergency call and the other first responders were there within two minutes, Wyatt was able to beat the odds and not only survive, but thrive; and

WHEREAS, Justin Bean reiterated the role that everyone played in saving Wyatt's life when he explained, "You take one step out of what Meade County did and he's not sitting here with you today and if he is sitting here, he's not 'here.'" Starting with Officer Todd Matti, "That's the most important step there is. He kept oxygen flowing to my son's brain. We are forever in debt to that man. He's the angel on Wyatt's shoulder";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby recognizes and honors Brandenburg Police Officer Todd Matti; Meade County Fire Protection District firefighters Chief Larry Naser, Austin Hulsey, Charlie Naser, Matt Hulsey, Captain Chris Hulsey, Deputy Chief Steve Slinger, and Engineer Todd Tolhurst; and the other first responders present on August 29, 2012, who saved the life of Meade County High School student Wyatt Bean with their quick response and professional actions.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives expresses its best wishes to Wyatt Bean and his parents, Justin and Sherri Bean, after his remarkable recovery from a life-threatening event.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Brandenburg Police Officer Todd Matti, the first responders from the Meade County Fire Protection District, and Wyatt Bean.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send ten copies of this Resolution to Representative Jeff Greer, Capitol Annex Room 367.
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