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A RESOLUTION honoring Lexington poet, author, and teacher Professor Frank X. Walker upon his appointment as Kentucky poet laureate for 2013-2014 by Governor Steve Beshear.

With great pride and respect, we take a moment to recognize and honor the multidisciplinary artistry and teachings of Professor Frank X. Walker.

WHEREAS, Professor Frank X. Walker, a native of Danville, Kentucky, is a graduate of the University of Kentucky and Spalding University and has received honorary doctorates from the University of Kentucky and Transylvania University; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker is the author of five collections of poetry and an established playwright with deep roots in the Kentucky writing community and is recognized internationally for his unique approach to teaching and numerous literary accomplishments; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker has served as a role model and mentor, identifying and developing future artists, and a leader of the Affrilachian Poets literary movement. "Affrilachia" is a term he created to unify the Appalachian and African-American culture and history; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker has dedicated himself to opening the doors for the next generation of writers and artists, conducting workshops, poetry readings, and exhibits at 300 national conferences and universities, including the Verbal Arts Centre in Derry, Northern Ireland. Professor Walker has also taught in Santiago, Cuba, and at the University of California at Berkeley, Notre Dame, Appalachian State University, and other institutions; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker is the recipient of the 2005 Lannan Poetry Fellowship Award, the 2006 Thomas D. Clark Literary Award for Excellence, the Al Smith Individual Artist Fellowship, the 35th Annual Lillian Smith Book Award, and an Actors Theatre of Louisville Keeper of the Chronicle Award; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker has served on numerous arts and humanities boards, including the Kentucky Humanities Council, Appalshop, and the Kentucky Writers Coalition, and was appointed to the Cabinet for Education, Arts and Humanities and the Committee on Gifted Education; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker also served as Vice President of the Kentucky Center for the Arts and Executive Director of Kentucky's Governor's School for the Arts; and

WHEREAS, Professor Walker currently serves as Associate Professor in the Department of English at the University of Kentucky and Director of African-American and Africana Studies and regularly teaches writing programs such as Fishtrap in Oregon and Split Rock at the University of Minnesota. Professor Walker is the proud editor and publisher of PLUCK!, the new Journal of Affrilachian Art & Culture; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Arts Council will join Governor Steve Beshear in formally inducting Professor Walker as Kentucky Poet Laureate, on April 24, 2013, at the Capitol Rotunda in Frankfort, Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives recognizes the significant contributions within the Commonwealth, the Appalachian region, nationally, and abroad of Professor Frank X. Walker in challenging the homogeneous literary landscape and focusing on social justice issues, the family, identity, and place. The House of Representatives is honored to recognize Professor Frank X. Walker as the Kentucky poet laureate for 2013-2014.
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