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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction to organize a task force to study the impact of manufactured housing on energy consumption and efficiency in Kentucky and to provide recommendations to improve efficiency and reduce energy costs.

WHEREAS, in 2008, the Governor of Kentucky released Intelligent Energy Choices for Kentucky's Future, a seven-point strategic plan for achieving Kentucky's long-term energy independence and security. The first strategy was to improve the energy efficiency of Kentucky's homes, buildings, industries and transportation fleet by at least 18% of Kentucky's projected 2025 energy demand; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly recognizes that conserving Kentucky's energy resources through efficiency is beneficial to the Commonwealth and has enacted energy efficiency policies such as the demand-side management statute (KRS 278.285); the Incentives for Energy Independence Act in House Bill 1 of the 2007 Second Special Session (KRS 154.27-010 to 154.27-090); and the Energy Efficiency Products and Homes Tax Credit in House Bill 2 of the 2008 Regular Session (KRS 141.435 to 141.437): and 

WHEREAS, the Department for Energy Development and Independence of the Energy and Environment Cabinet has been pursuing an initiative known as Stimulating Energy Efficiency in Kentucky (SEE KY) which utilizes energy research, energy policy analysis, and energy stakeholder input to develop a strategy for integrating energy efficiency into the Commonwealth's economy to accomplish an energy savings goal of one percent per year. This initiative supports the Governor's energy strategy for improving energy efficiency by 2025 and the energy policy as expressed by the General Assembly through the above-described legislation; and

WHEREAS, SEE KY has included stakeholders from across the Commonwealth representing varied interests.  The General Assembly recognizes and acknowledges the significant effort and commitment from all stakeholders involved in this voluntary and collaborative initiative; and

WHEREAS, an integral component of energy efficiency identified by the stakeholders is improving energy efficiency in manufactured housing across Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, manufactured housing produced prior to 1976 consumes energy at extremely high rates, and currently represents at least 36% of the manufactured housing in use and more than 85,000 homes in Kentucky;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction is directed to establish a task force to study energy consumption in manufactured housing in Kentucky and recommend actions for stakeholders, utilities, and state government to address the issue.  The task force shall be administratively attached to the Public Protection Cabinet.

Section 2.   The task force shall include a representative of the following organizations: the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction; Department for Energy Development and Independence; Kentucky Housing Corporation; Kentucky Manufactured Housing Institute, Inc.; Frontier Housing, Inc.; East Kentucky Power Cooperative, Inc.; Kentucky Power Company; LG&E and KU Services Company; Next Step International, Inc.; Columbia Gas of Kentucky, Inc.; an energy consultant or engineer familiar with manufactured housing and energy efficiency; one representative of the Senate appointed by President of the Senate; and one representative of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House. The Senator and the Representative shall serve as nonvoting members of the task force.

Section 3.   Issues to be addressed by the task force include but are not limited to:

(1)
The location and number of households impacted by energy inefficient manufactured housing;

(2)
Current programs in place to address energy inefficient housing; and

(3)
Actions to be taken by stakeholders, utilities and state government to improve energy efficiency in manufactured housing.

Section 4.   The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission by December 1, 2013.

Section 5.   A copy of this resolution shall be mailed to Ambrose Wilson IV, Commissioner, Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction, 101 Sea Hero Road, Suite 100, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601-5406.
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