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A JOINT RESOLUTION directing universities to report research on second generation biofuels which include cellulosic ethanol and other advanced biofuels.

WHEREAS, second generation biofuels are biofuels produced from biomass sources which include but are not limited to wood, grasses, or the inedible parts of plants; and

WHEREAS, it is estimated 323 million tons of cellulose-containing raw materials, which could be used to create ethanol, are thrown away each year in the United States. Furthermore, in 2009, the Task Force on Biomass and Biofuels Development in Kentucky concluded that current biomass production from forest biomass, crop residues, and dedicated energy crops could provide 12 to 15 million tons per year with minimal land use changes and sets a goal of sustainability producing 25 million tons of biomass per year by 2025. Transforming these products into ethanol can provide as much as 30 percent of the current fuel consumption in the United States; and

WHEREAS, land marginal for agricultural use can be planted with biomass-producing crops such as sweet sorghum, miscanthus, wood, and switchgrass, resulting in enough production to substitute for all current oil imports into the United States; and

WHEREAS, an increase in use of biofuels can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 86 percent, putting less carbon dioxide and pollution in the air; and

WHEREAS, the United States imports approximately 9.4 million barrels of oil per day and consumes approximately 19 million barrels of crude oil and petroleum products per day; and

WHEREAS, there is continued interest in exploring alternative fuel resources and researching second generation biofuels as fuel alternatives to aid in the movement away from oil consumption in the United States; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Eastern Kentucky University, Kentucky State University, Morehead State University, Murray State University, Northern Kentucky University, the University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville, and Western Kentucky University are hereby directed to report their most recent research on second generation biofuels, with an emphasis on sweet sorghum, switchgrass, wood, miscanthus, and other biomass resources, to the Senate Standing Committee on Agriculture and to the House Standing Committee on Agriculture and Small Business by January 7, 2014.

Section 2.   The General Assembly hereby encourages public universities to intensify research efforts on second generation biofuels, and on sweet sorghum, switchgrass, wood, miscanthus, and other biomass resources, in an effort to identify alternative fuel resources and reduce the number of barrels of crude oil and petroleum products consumed in the United States each year.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this Resolution to Eastern Kentucky University, Kentucky State University, Morehead State University, Murray State University, Northern Kentucky University, the University of Kentucky, the University of Louisville, and Western Kentucky University.
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